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Hi all,
Regs and Communications Trackers for this week are attached, as well as summaries of recent
hearings from CD ORISE intern Thomas Boylan.
Hearings:

· There was a House Transportation hearing this morning, April 5, on “FAST Act Implementation:
State and Local Perspectives”; Witnesses for the hearing were:

o Mr. J. Michael Patterson, Executive Director, Oklahoma Department of Transportation;
on behalf of the American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials
(AASHTO)

o Mr. Gary Thomas, President and Executive Director, Dallas Area Rapid Transit; on
behalf of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA)

o The Honorable Kasim Reed, Mayor of Atlanta, Georgia; on behalf of the United States
Conference of Mayors (USCM)

You can view the hearing and read the Witnesses’ prepared testimony at:
http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=401290

· House Science, Space & Technology Committee hearing on “Climate Science: Assumptions,
Policy Implications, and the Scientific Method”, Wednesday, March 29, 10am. Hearing
website: https://science.house.gov/legislation/hearings/full-committee-hearing-climate-
science-assumptions-policy-implications-and. See attached for summary of hearing.

· House Energy & Commerce Committee – Digital Commerce & Consumer Protection
Subcommittee hearing on “Self-Driving Cars: Levels of Automation”, on March 28 at 10am.
Hearing website: https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/self-
driving-cars-levels-automation. See attached for summary of hearing.

Enjoy!
-Tia
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Rules & Notices

		Upcoming OTAQ Rulemaking Actions

		Week of: 4/3/17

		IO Lead		Topic		Action		To OMB		Signature		Rollout Type		Admin Report (Y/N)		Press Planner (Y/N)		Reg Agenda (Y/N)		Reg Agenda Abstract

				Relaxation of the RVP Gasoline Standard for Areas in Tennessee		FRM		N/A - Non-significant		4/4/17		Statement, web		Y		Y		Y		To reduce emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from gasoline that are a major contributor to ground-level ozone (smog), the EPA's regulations establish maximum Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) standards of 9.0 or 7.8 pounds per square inch (psi) for gasoline sold during the summer ozone season based on the state, month(s), and the area's ozone designation. In this action, EPA is proposing to approve Tennessee's request to relax the RVP standard for gasoline sold in the counties of the Middle Tennessee area from 7.8 psi to 9.0 psi by revising 40 CFR 80.27. This rulemaking is not expected to have an adverse impact on air quality in the subject areas.

				RFS Volume Std - 2018 NPRM		NPRM		April 2017		5/31/17		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		The Clean Air Act requires EPA to promulgate regulations that specify the annual volume requirements for renewable fuels under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program. Standards are to be set for four different categories of renewable fuels: cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel, advanced biofuel, and total renewable fuel. The statute requires that the standards be finalized by November 30 of the year prior to the year in which the standards would apply. In the case of biomass-based diesel, the statute requires applicable volumes to be set no later than 14 months prior to the year for which the requirements would apply.



				Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support (REGS) Rule		FRM		TBD		12/1/2018		Full dog & pony show		Y		N		Y		This action finalizes several changes intended to provide further opportunity for expanding the production and use of renewable fuels under the RFS program, and to reduce burden for regulated entities. This action allows renewable feedstocks that have been partially processed at one facility (commonly referred to as biointermediate feedstocks) to be fully converted into qualified finished renewable fuel at another facility. This action also includes the addition of several new feedstock and fuel pathways and makes numerous other revisions and technical corrections to the RFS and other fuels programs. Finally, this action implements quality specifications for fuel blends containing 16 to 83 volume percent ethanol. This would provide additional flexibility for ethanol flex fuel (EFF) producers to support distribution and use while continuing to ensure EFF quality is consistent with current vehicle emissions control system needs.

				Vehicle Test Procedure Adjustments for Tier 3 Test Fuel		NPRM		N/A  (Requesting non-significant status)		FY2019		Web posting, statement		Y		N		Y		This rule proposes vehicle test procedure adjustments to account for current transition in the test fuels used for compliance testing under EPA and NHTSA’s joint greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and corporate average fuel economy standards (CAFE) (77 FR 62624) and EPA’s Tier 3 standards (79 FR 23414, April 28, 2014).  This will ensure that testing results are consistent across both programs and avoid changes in the stringency of the GHG/Fuel Economy program.

		Tia		Section 610 Review of Renewable Fuels Standard Program		Section 610 Review		N/A		N/A  (Review period: 4/30/19 - 8/15/19)		N/A		Y		?		Y       (Spring 2019 Agenda)		This notice announces that EPA will review this action pursuant to section 610 of the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 610). As part of this review, EPA will consider and solicit comments on the following factors: (1) The continued need for the rule; (2) the nature of complaints or comments received concerning the rule; (3) the complexity of the rule; (4) the extent to which the rule overlaps, duplicates, or conflicts with other Federal, State, or local government rules; and (5) the degree to which the technology, economic conditions or other factors.

				Aviation Lead Emissions		NPRM - Endangerment Finding		TBD		2019/2020		TBD		Y		Y		Y		The EPA is analyzing air quality modeling and monitoring information to make a determination, under section 231 of the Clean Air Act, as to whether lead emissions from aircraft operating on leaded fuel cause or contribute to air pollution, which may reasonably be anticipated to endanger public health or welfare.  In this action, EPA is issuing a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that describes the proposed endangerment determination regarding lead emissions from general aviation aircraft. This will include a description of analyses that EPA conducted to inform the endangerment finding, such as the lead inventory relevant to use of leaded aviation gasoline, air quality monitoring, air quality modeling, and potential exposure information.

				Aircraft GHG NPRM		NPRM		TBD		2019/2020		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		This rulemaking follows on the EPA's final endangerment and cause or contribute findings for aircraft GHG emissions, which was published on August 15, 2016 (81 FR 54422). As a result of these positive findings, the EPA is obligated under section 231 of the Clean Air Act to set emission standards applicable to GHG emissions from the classes of aircraft engines used in certain types of aircraft covered in the finding.

				Palm Oil (NODA)		Notice		TBD		Jan 2020				Y		Y		Y		As part of ongoing implementation of the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) Program, the Agency reviews new fuel pathways to evaluate their lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and determine their eligibility for the RFS program. In 2012, EPA issued a notice of data availability seeking public comment on the Agency’s analysis of the lifecycle GHG emissions associated with biofuels produced from palm oil. The Agency intends to complete the evaluation of the palm oil fuel pathways under the RFS program through a supplemental action.

				Standards for Higher-Level Ethanol Blends in Flexible Fuel Vehicles		Supplemental NPRM		N/A		Completed (included in REGS rule)										In the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, “Control of Air Pollution From Motor Vehicles: Tier 3 Motor Vehicle Emission and Fuel Standards” (78 FR 29816), published May 21, 2013, EPA requested comment on potential in-use quality standards for higher-level ethanol blends for use only in flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs).  In the final rule published April 28, 2014 (79 FR 23414), EPA deferred finalizing standards for such higher level ethanol blends to allow additional time to develop the standards.

				RFS2 - Supplemental Determination for Biofuels from Pulpwood (NODA)		Notice		N/A		Completed (included in REGS rule)				Y		Y		Y		As indicated in the final rule for the Renewable Fuel Standard Program, while the Agency issued lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG) threshold determinations for the major fuel pathways projected to meet the bulk of the RFS volume mandates, assessments of other new fuel pathways such as renewable fuels from pulpwood could not be completed in time for the final rule. In the process of assessing these fuels, the Agency has issued determinations through several supplemental notices to the final rule. The supplemental determination for biofuels from pulpwood was included in the Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support proposed rule published (81 FR 80828, November 16, 2016 ).

				Fuels Regulation Modernization - Phase 1 (Streamlining)		NPRM		Pending		Pending				N		N		N		This action is intended to streamline and modernize EPA's existing fuels regulations under 40 CFR part 80. The purpose of this effort is to update EPA's existing gasoline, diesel, and other fuels regulations to help reduce compliance costs for industry as well as EPA, while improving overall compliance assurance and maintaining environmental performance. In this action, EPA will streamline existing fuels regulations by deleting expired provisions, eliminating redundant compliance provisions (e.g., duplicative registration requirements that are required by every EPA fuels program), removing unnecessary and out-of-date requirements, and replacing them with a single set of provisions and definitions that will apply across all gasoline, diesel, and other fuels programs currently under 40 CFR part 80.  [NOTE: This rule currently only appears in Reg DaRRT, but will not appear in the Spring 2017 Reg Agenda]

				Report to Congress Energy Act of 2005 Aviation Fuel Conservation and Emissions		Report to Congress		Pending		Pending				y		y		N		Air transport is a principal component of the national (and global) economic landscape and has become inextricably linked with quality of life in the U.S. Air pollution associated with aviation sources is recognized as a significant challenge facing airports, airlines, regulatory agencies, and communities due to numerous factors including: 1) Aircraft and other airport-related sources emit substantial amounts of air pollution and affect local air quality. 2) The majority of the nation’s busiest airports are located in metropolitan areas that have not met the federal air quality standards, which amounts to millions of people living in areas with unhealthy air. 3) Aircraft operations have grown rapidly and substantially over the last several decades and future aviation capacity growth is forecast. 4) The relative contribution of airport sources to air emissions is increasing because aggressive control strategies have been imposed on most other large emissions sources - including other mobile sources. 5) Growing concerns and requests for health and environmental impact information by the public and other stakeholders have resulted in delay or cancellation of airport expansion plans.

				In Use Testing for Nonroad Diesel Engines and And Amendments to General Compliance Provisions for Non-road Engines		NPRM		Pending		Pending										This rulemaking will establish a manufacturer-run, in-use emissions testing program for nonroad diesel engines used in nonroad equipment. The new program will assess in-use gaseous and particulate exhaust emission rates from nonroad diesel engines using portable emission measurement systems. Manufacturers will monitor compliance with the applicable not-to-exceed emission standards by typically testing engines during normal operation. If potentially non-complying engines are identified, the manufacturer will test more engines for the purpose of determining if any further action is necessary. EPA will likewise evaluate the in-use emissions data to make independent determinations about the possible need to pursue further testing or to initiate remedial actions. The in-use test data will not only be used by EPA to assure that emission standards are being met, but also by manufacturers to improve their engine designs. This program will address a serious, long-standing need for “real-world” in-use testing data to gauge the performance of engine emission controls.







Completed Actions

				Completed OTAQ Rulemaking Actions



		IO Lead		Topic		Action		To OMB		Signature		Rollout Type		Admin Report (Y/N)		Press Planner (Y/N)		Reg Agenda (Y/N)		Administrator Report Description (or Desk Statement if no Admin Report)

				Sugar Beets

Signed 1/18/17		Notice		N/A		1/18/17 (Office Director)		Web posting, statement		Y		N		N		As early as January 11, 2016, the EPA is inviting comment on its analysis of the GHG emissions attributable to the production and transport of sugar beets feedstock for use in making biofuels. While producers currently intend to produce ethanol, future production could also include jet fuel. EPA will consider public comments received when evaluating petitions from fuel producers seeking to use sugar beets feedstock on a case-by-case basis.  Pursuant to 40 CFR 80.1416, the EPA received petitions from Green Vision Group, Tracy Renewable Energy, and Plant Sensory Systems requesting that the EPA evaluate the lifecycle GHG emissions for biofuels produced using a sugar beets feedstock and that the EPA provide a determination of the renewable fuel categories, if any, for which such biofuels may be eligible.

				AFPM Petition		Petition Response		N/A		1/17/2017		Web posting, statement		Y		???		N		Response to December 28, 2016 petition from American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) requesting that the EPA waive the volumes of cellulosic biofuels required for the 2016 compliance year under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) due to an inadequate domestic supply of such fuel.  The EPA must act on the petition within 90 days, and the Petitioners requested an expeditious decision (as cellulosic biofuel waiver credits for 2016 must be purchased and RFS compliance must be assured on or before March 30, 2017) and that the Agency defer the requirement to purchase cellulosic biofuel waiver credits for 2016 until the EPA can formally act on the petition.  [NOTE - this blurb is simply a summary of the petition itself; a new blurb will be drafted once a decision is made and the actual decision document has been drafted.]

				LD MTE
Cover letter signed 1/12/17; announced 1/13/17		Final Determination		N/A		1/12/2017		Full		Y		Y		Y		[Desk Statement needed]

				CA Waiver - Commercial Harbor Craft

Signed 1/11/17; published  1/19/17 (82 FR 6500)		Waiver Request Approval		N/A		1/11/2017		Web posting		Y		N		N		As early as January 9, 2016, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is granting California’s authorization request enabling the state to enforce amendments to its Commercial Harbor Craft (CHC) regulation. California defines CHCs to include passenger ferries, excursion vessels, tugboats, ocean-going tugboats, towboats, push-boats, crew and supply vessels, work boats, pilot vessels, supply boats, fishing vessels, research vessels, hovercraft, emergency response harbor craft, and barge vessels that do not otherwise meet the definition of ocean-going vessels or recreational vessels. The CHC amendments primarily subject diesel-fueled engines on crew and supply, barge and dredge vessels to in-use engine emission requirements. The CHC amendments also allow CARB or EPA Tier 2 or higher certified off-road (“nonroad”) engines to be used as auxiliary or propulsion engines in both new and in-use commercial harbor craft vessels. The CHC amendments also clarify requirements and address certain issues that have arisen during CARB’s implementation of the original commercial harbor craft regulation.

				CA Waiver - Rec Vehicles

Signed 1/11/17; published 1/19/17 (82 FR 6540)		Waiver Request Approval		N/A		1/11/2017		Web posting		Y		N		N		As early as January 9, 2016, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is granting California’s authorization request enabling the state to enforce amendments to its Evaporative Emission Standards and Test Procedures for Off-Highway Recreational Vehicles regulation (OHRV amendments). The OHRV amendments primarily establish new evaporative emission standards and associated test procedures for 2018 and newer model year OHRVs.

				CA Waiver - TRU

Signed 1/11/17; published 1/19/17 (82 FR 6525)		Waiver Request Approval		N/A		1/11/2017		Web posting		Y		N		N		As early as January 9, 2016, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is granting California’s authorization request enabling the state to enforce amendments to its Transportation Refrigeration Units (TRUs) and TRU Generator Sets and Facilities Where TRUs Operate regulation. TRUs are refrigeration systems powered by integral internal combustion engines designed to control the environment of temperature sensitive products that are transported in trucks and refrigerated trailers. TRUs may be capable of both cooling and heating. A TRU Generator Set is a generator set that is designed and used to provide electric power to electrically driven refrigeration units of any kind. The TRU amendments primarily provide owners of TRU engines with certain flexibilities; clarify recordkeeping requirements for certain types of TRU engines; establish requirements for businesses that arrange, hire, contract, or dispatch the transport of goods in TRU-equipped trucks; and address other issues that arose during the initial implementation of the TRU regulation.

				CA Waiver - HD In-Use

Signed 1/9/17; published 1/17/17 (82 FR 4867)		Waiver Request Approval		N/A		1/9/2017		Web posting		Y		N		N		As early as January 5, 2016, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is granting California’s waiver request enabling the state to enforce its heavy-duty vehicles and engines in-use compliance regulations (In-use Regulation). The Clean Air Act directs the EPA to allow California to adopt and enforce its own emission standards for motor vehicles due to the seriousness of the state’s air pollution challenges. California Air Resources Board's (CARB) In-Use Regulation sets forth requirements for manufacturers of heavy-duty vehicles and engines to conduct their own in-use testing based on real world operating conditions and the use of portable emission measurement systems (PEMS). EPA is also confirming that clarifying amendments to CARB’s 2007 and subsequent model year heavy-duty engines and vehicles regulation (2007 Amendments) and amendments to CARB’s heavy-duty truck idling regulation (Truck Idling Amendments) are within the scope of previous waivers granted by EPA.

				SmartWay MOU		Memorandum of Understanding		N/A		1/9/2017		Web posting, statement		Y		N		N		As early as the week of January 9, 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that provides for the continued cooperation among the EPA, Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) and the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) in Mexico, to extend the reach of the SmartWay Transport Partnership in North America.  Over 3,500 private and public organizations look to the U.S. EPA’s SmartWay Partnership as a model to assess and improve the efficiency and environmental performance of goods movement, and SmartWay is already established in Canada and administered by NRCan.  This MOU builds upon these efforts to enable the EPA and NRCan to collaborate with SEMARNAT in Mexico to create one seamless North American SmartWay program.  This goal is responsive to SmartWay partners and to the businesses and communities they serve, whose environmental and economic interests would be better served with a single, streamlined and uniform approach to improved supply chain efficiency across North America.  MOU implementation can start after the three agencies sign.  The MOU is non-binding and non-proscriptive.  It provides a framework for continued collaboration by affirming the common goal among all three agencies to establish a North American SmartWay, and providing for program-level coordination.  It will enable all three agencies to better align methods, tools, and other analytical approaches, including exchanging technical information; conducting pilot efforts; and expanding awareness and technical capacity by sharing educational and outreach material (e.g., driver training curriculum, technology verification curriculum; use of the SmartWay brand).  The MOU builds upon several years of extensive stakeholder input and coordination, and is consistent with recommendations of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC), and a Mobile Sources Technical Review Subcommittee (MSTRS)-convened working group on SmartWay.  Therefore, it is expected that stakeholder support will be uniformly positive.  

				Certifying OIG required corrective action complete		Certification memo from Janet to CFO		N/A		By 1/9?		N/A		N		N		N

				CA Waiver - HD Phase 1 GHG Regulation

Signed 12/21/16; published on 12/29/16 (81 FR 95982)		Waiver Request Approval		N/A		12/21/2016 (AA signature)		Web posting		N		N		N

				Comment period extension for Point of Obligation

Signed 12/20/16; published on 12/28/16 (81 FR 95551)		FR Notice- Comment Period Extension		N/A		12/20/16 (OD signature)		Web posting		N		N		N

				Comment period extension for REGS

Signed 12/20/16; published on 12/27/16 (81 FR 95097)		FR Notice- Comment Period Extension		N/A		12/20/16 (OD signature)		Web posting		N		N		N

				Petition to EPA for Rulemaking to Adopt Ultra-Low NOx Exhaust Emission Standards for On-Road Heavy-Duty Trucks and Engines		Petition Response		N/A		Release petition response on 12/20/16		Web posting, statement		Y		Y		N		EPA was petitioned by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and 17 other local air quality districts, several states, and other organizations, requesting that we commence rulemaking to establish a new ultra-low-NOx emission standard for heavy-duty engines and trucks.  We recognize that there continues to be a need for additional NOx reductions, and we do believe there is an opportunity to develop a new, harmonized national NOx reduction strategy for heavy-duty on-highway engines and trucks.  The EPA plans to respond to the petition before the end of the year, and we are engaging with key stakeholders as we develop our formal response, and we are committed to working in a coordinated effort with the California Air Resources Board (CARB).

				REGS NODA

Signed 12/2/16; published on 12/14/16 (81 FR 90294)		Notice of Data Availability (NODA)		N/A		Dec 2 (Office Director Signature)		Web statement		Y		N		N		In the Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support (REGS) proposed rule, the EPA requested comment on the suitability of the Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) model on which the RVP compliance tool is based when natural gasoline is used as a blendstock, and noted that we were having work done at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) to evaluate this issue. NREL will be sending the EPA a report to be placed in the REGS docket, and the EPA will subsequently publish a Notice of Data Availability (NODA) to inform the public that the report is available in the docket for review.

				2017 Cellulosic Waiver Credit Price Announcement		Web Announcement		N/A		N/A       (Posted on 11/30/16)		Web announcement		N		N		N		For any year that the projected volume of cellulosic biofuel production is less than the applicable volume of cellulosic biofuel set forth in the Clean Air Act, the EPA must: reduce the required volume of cellulosic biofuel for that year to the projected volume; and provide obligated parties the opportunity to purchase cellulosic waiver credits (CWC). The price of these credits is determined using a formula specified in the Clean Air Act. The EPA published a Direct Final Rule in April 2015 (80 FR 18136, April 3, 2015) which stated that we would publish the CWC prices on the EPA's RFS website, using the data sources and methods in the DFR. This notification is being provided here, and sets the CWC price for 2017 at $2.00.

				LD MTE

Notice of Availability signed 11/30/16; published on 12/6/16 (81 FR 87927)		Proposed Determination		N/A		11/30/16		Full		Y		?		Y		[Desk Statement needed]

				RFS Volume Std - 2017 FRM

Signed 11/23/16; published on 12/12/16 (81 FR 89746)		FRM		10/18/2016		11/23/2016 		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		The Clean Air Act requires EPA to promulgate regulations that specify the annual volume requirements for renewable fuels under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program. Standards are to be set for four different categories of renewable fuels: cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel (BBD), advanced biofuel, and total renewable fuel. The statute requires the standards be finalized by November 30 of the year prior to the year in which the standards would apply. In the case of biomass-based diesel, the statute requires applicable volumes be set no later than 14 months before the year for which the requirements would apply.  This action finalizes the applicable volumes for all renewable fuel categories for 2017 and the BBD standard for 2018.

				MSAT2 Section 610 Review

Report docketed on 11/15/16		Sec 610 Review		N/A		N/A - Review will close in Nov 2016 Fall Reg Agenda		N/A		Y		N		Y		Section 610 Reviews are required 10 years after a rulemaking that convened a SBREFA Panel.  We published a notice in the Spring 2016 Reg Agenda to open up a 610 Review of the 2007 MSAT2 rule, the comment period closed on 8/8/16; we will close out the review in the Fall 2016 Reg Agenda.  [The close-out Abstract will appear in the Fall Reg agenda, and our final report from the Review will be in the docket.] 


				Petitions for Reconsideration of RFS2 Rule to Change the Point of Obligation

Signed (and letters sent to petitioners) 11/10/16; published 11/22/16 (81 FR 83776) 		Petition Response		N/A		11/10/16           (AA signature)		Web posting at 10:30am + desk statement		Y		?		N		EPA received requests for reconsideration of the 2010 RFS2 rule (75 FR 14671, March 26, 2010) to revise the point of obligation established in this rulemaking.  These petitions for review of the 2010 rule were filed in 2014-2016 alleging “after arising” grounds for challenge, we anticipate that all will be stayed pending response to administrative petitions.  Petitions were received from: Monroe Energy (one petition in 2014, and another in 2016), Valero, and the Ad-Hoc Small Refinery Coalition.

				REGS Rule Hearing

Signed 10/27/16; published 11/10/16 (81 FR 78966)		Hearing Notice		N/A		10/27/16 (Office Dir.)		N/A		N		N		N		The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will hold a public hearing in Chicago, Illinois on December 6, 2016 for the proposed "Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support Rule," beginning at 9:00 AM CST.

				Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support (REGS) Rule

Signed 10/3/16; published 11/16/16 (81 FR 80828)		NPRM		5/10/2016		10/3/2016		Full dog & pony show		Y		N		Y		This action would make several changes to the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program to resolve outstanding issues and provide clarification on certain RFS requirements. This action would allow for feedstocks partially converted at a facility other than a renewable fuel production facility to be fully converted at a renewable fuel production facility into finished renewable fuel. These partially converted feedstocks are referred to as biointermediate feedstocks. This action would also establish a program for heating oil to ensure compliance with existing regulations. Additionally, this action would clarify the information that must be submitted by small refineries in their petitions for extensions of their exemption from their RFS obligations and how EPA would evaluate those petitions. Finally, this action would provide an additional RIN-generating pathway as an extension of an existing pathway, and would also add new recordkeeping and reporting requirements for certain renewable fuel production facilities using carbon capture and storage.

				Petitions for Reconsideration of 2013 RFS Annual Rule

Letters were signed by the Administrator on 9/19/16; sent to the Petitioners on 9/23/16		Petition Response		N/A		9/19/2016		Web posting		Y		N		N		As early as September 16, 2016, the EPA will send letters to the American Petroleum Institute, American Petrochemical and Fuel Manufacturers, and Monroe Energy LLC, denying their petitions for reconsideration of certain issues from the final 2013 Renewable Fuel Standards.  This denial responds to the issues raised by petitioners that were not resolved by the D.C. Circuit Court in its decision,  Monroe v. EPA, 703 F.3d (D.C. Cir. 2014).

				Heavy Duty Vehicle GHG Emissions Standards - Phase 2 FRM

Signed 8/16/16; published 10/25/16 (81 FR 73478)		FRM		6/3/2016		8/16/2016		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		The EPA and the Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) are finalizing a comprehensive National Program for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emission and Fuel Efficiency Standards for model years beyond 2018.  These second sets of standards will further reduce greenhouse gas emissions and fuel consumption from a wide range of on-road vehicles  from semi-trucks and their trailers to the largest pickup trucks and vans, and all types and sizes of work trucks and buses.

				LD GHG MTE - Draft TAR

Signed 7/15/16; published 7/27/16 (81 FR 49217)		Report		6/13/2016		7/18/2016 (Report Release; FR Notice signed 7/15/16)		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		N		In the Mid-Term Evaluation (MTE), EPA will decide whether the light-duty GHG standards for model years 2022-2025 are still appropriate given the latest available data and information.  As a part of this evaluation, EPA, NHTSA, and the California Air Resources Board will jointly issue a draft Technical Assessment Report (TAR) for public comment in June 2016.

				Aircraft GHG - OAP lead

Signed 7/25/16; published 8/15/16 (81 FR 54422)		Final Endangerment Finding		5/5/2016		7/25/2016 		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		The EPA is finalizing a determination that greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere endanger the public health and welfare of current and future generations within the meaning of section 231(a) of the Clean Air Act.  The Administrator is also finalizing a finding that greenhouse gas emissions from certain classes of engines used in aircraft are contributing to air pollution which endangers public health and welfare under section 231(a) of the Clean Air Act.  This action responds to a citizen petition the EPA received in December 2007 requesting the EPA issue an endangerment finding and standards under section 213(a) of the Act for the GHG emissions from aircraft. 

				MSAT2 Section 610 Review

Published 6/9/16 (81 FR 37374) -- comment period open until 8/8/16		Sec 610 Review		N/A		N/A

(In the 2016 Spring Reg Agenda) This review ends in Nov 2016.		N/A		Y		N		Y		Section 610 Reviews are required 10 years after a rulemaking that convened a SBREFA Panel.  We will publish a notice in the Spring 2016 Reg Agenda to open up a 610 Review of the 2007 MSAT2 rule.  We expect to complete the review in August 2016, and close out in the Fall Reg Agenda.
Spring Reg Agenda Abstract:  The rulemaking “Control of Hazardous Air Pollutants From Mobile Sources” was finalized by the EPA in February 2007 (72 FR 8428, February 26, 2007).  This program established stringent new controls on gasoline, passenger vehicles, and gas cans to further reduce emissions of benzene and other mobile source air toxics. The EPA developed a Small Entity Compliance Guide, which provides descriptions of the regulations and small entity provisions, Q&As, and other helpful compliance information. This new entry in the Regulatory Agenda announces that the EPA will review this action pursuant to section 610 of the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 610) to determine if the provisions that could affect small entities should be continued without change, or should be rescinded or amended to minimize adverse economic impacts on small entities. As part of this review, the EPA will consider and solicit comments on the following factors: (1) The continued need for the rule; (2) the nature of complaints or comments received from the public concerning the rule; (3) the complexity of the rule; (4) the extent to which the rule overlaps, duplicates, or conflicts with other Federal, State, or local government rules; and (5) the degree to which the technology, economic conditions, or other factors have changed in the area affected by the rule. Comments must be received within 60 days of this notice. In submitting comments, please reference Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2016-0175 and follow the instructions provided in the preamble to this issue of the Regulatory Agenda. This docket can be accessed at www.regulations.gov.

				RFS Volume Std - 2017 (Hearing Notice)

Signed 5/19/16; published 5/25/16 (81 FR 33169)		Supplemental Hearing Notice		N/A		5/19/2016 (OD signature)		Web posting		N		N		N		The EPA is publishing a Federal Register Notice announcing the location of the June 9, 2016 public hearing for the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program action proposing the applicable volumes for all renewable fuel categories for 2017 and the BBD standard for 2018.

				RFS Volume Std - 2017 NPRM

Signed 5/18/16; published 5/31/16 (81 FR 34778)		NPRM		4/15/2016		5/18/2016		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		The Clean Air Act requires EPA to promulgate regulations that specify the annual volume requirements for renewable fuels under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program. Standards are to be set for four different categories of renewable fuels: cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel (BBD), advanced biofuel, and total renewable fuel. The statute requires the standards be finalized by November 30 of the year prior to the year in which the standards would apply. In the case of biomass-based diesel, the statute requires applicable volumes be set no later than 14 months before the year for which the requirements would apply.  This action would propose the applicable volumes for all renewable fuel categories for 2017, and would also propose the BBD standard for 2018.

				Meeting of the Mobile Sources Technical Review Subcommittee

Signed 5/4/16; published 5/11/16 (81 FR 29262)		FR Notice of Meeting		N/A		5/4/2016 (OD signature)		Web posting?		N		?		N		Pursuant to the Federal Advisory Committee Act, Public Law 92-463, notice is hereby given that the Mobile Sources Technical Review Subcommittee (MSTRS) will meet on June 16, 2016.   The MSTRS is a subcommittee under the Clean Air Act Advisory Committee.  This is an open meeting, and will include discussion of current topics and presentations about activities being conducted by EPA’s Office of Transportation and Air Quality.  The preliminary agenda for the meeting and any notices about change in venue will be posted on the Subcommittee’s web site: http://www2.epa.gov/caaac/mobile-sources-technical-review-subcommittee-mstrs-caaac.

				Tier 3 et al DFR

Signed 4/12/16; published 4/22/16 (81 FR 23641)		Final Rule on 3 Withdrawn Amendments		1/28/16		4/12/16		Web, Desk Statement, Stakeholder calls		Y		N		Y		EPA received adverse comment on certain elements of the Tier 3 Technical Amendments Direct Final Rule published on February 19, 2015.  We withdrew those elements of the February direct final rule, and will consider the comments received and proceed with a new final rule for the withdrawn elements. (The remaining elements of the February DFR became effective on May 5, 2015.)

				DERA Report to Congress		Report		 Late October 2015		Delivered to Congress on 3/4/16		Web, Desk Statement, Regional calls -- See Coms Tracker for rollout details		Y		Y		Y		EPA began awarding clean diesel grants in 2008 under the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA), a grant program created by Congress as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to reduce diesel exhaust from these older engines.  EPA’s National Clean Diesel Campaign (NCDC)  administers the DERA grants.  EPA awarded the first DERA grants in 2008, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) grants in 2009, and grants from funds appropriated in Fiscal Years (FY) 2009 through 2015.  This Third Report to Congress covers final results from the Recovery Act and FYs 2009-2011 and estimated results and benefits from funding in FY 2011-2013.

				HD GHG Phase 2 NODA

Signed 2/24/16; published 3/2/16 (81 FR 10822)		Notice of Data Availability (NODA)		No OMB review, but will notify OMB		Feb 24 (Office Director)		Web announcement, Desk Statement		Y		Y		N		As early as the week of February 22, 2016, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) intend to jointly publish a Notice of Data Availability (NODA) in the Federal Register, to ensure that the agencies legally provide sufficient notice and opportunity for public comment on information that the agencies have received or developed since the close of the Heavy-Duty Greenhouse Gas (HD GHG) Phase 2 comment period.  This NODA would simply list the specific material available in EPA’s and NHTSA’s HD GHG Phase 2 rulemaking dockets to which the agencies are narrowly seeking comment.  There will be a 30-day public comment period after the NODA’s publication in the Federal Register.  The agencies will provide written responses to comments received in the Final Rulemaking, along with responses to comments received during the public comment period of the June 2015 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking itself. The NODA will not propose or identify additional regulatory alternatives or change the original proposed rule, nor will it expand the scope of the agencies’ regulatory options. EPA and NHTSA will post the NODA on their respective websites.  Industry will likely welcome the opportunity to review these items, and to also receive formal notice that these items are available in the docket for their review.

				Portable diesel-fueled engines

Signed 12/2/15; published 12/10/15 (80 FR 76685)		Waiver Determination		N/A		Week of Nov 30     (AA)		Email to stakeholders		Y		N		N		The Federal Register notice announces EPA’s decision on CARB’s request for a waiver of preemption (waivers for nonroad engines are called “authorizations) for California’s amendments to its portable diesel-fueled engines (portable engines) air toxics control measure. CARB’s amendments in large part provide additional compliance flexibilities. EPA is also confirming that certain amendments are within the scope of a prior EPA authorization. CARB’s portable engine amendments apply to in-use, portable, off-road diesel-fueled engines rated 50 brake horsepower (bhp) and greater.

				Small Off-Road Engines (SORE)

Signed 12/2/15; published 12/11/15 (80 FR 76971)		Waiver Determination		N/A		Week of Nov 30     (AA)		Email to stakeholders		Y		N		N		The Federal Register notice announces EPA’s decision on CARB’s request to confirm that three separate sets of amendments (for three separate nonroad engine industry categories) are within the scope of prior authorizations (also known as waivers for on-highway vehicles). There are no issues associated with this decision as the amendments offer compliance flexibilities and better align California’s standards with federal standards and test procedures, while otherwise maintaining expected emission reductions. We offered an opportunity for hearing (no request was received) and comment (no comments of significance received) and no adverse reaction is expected.

				Large spark-ignition (LSI)

Signed 12/2/15; published 12/9/15 (80 FR 76468)		Waiver Determination		N/A		Week of Nov 30     (AA)		Email to stakeholders		Y		N		N		The Federal Register notice announces EPA’s decision on CARB’s request for a waiver of preemption (waivers for nonroad engines are called “authorizations) for California’s large spark-ignition (LSI) engine amendments adopted in 2008. The amendments create two new subcategories of LSI engines and establish associated exhaust and evaporative emission standards. Because some of these are new, more stringent standards a subset are considered under EPA’s full waiver criteria and EPA’s decision notes there is no basis in the record to show that the criteria for denying a waiver are present.  EPA’s decision separately confirms that California’s LSI amendments adopted in 2010 are within the scope of prior authorizations issued by EPA. These amendments are designed to enhance the compliance flexibility provisions of the existing LSI Fleet regulation. Because these amendments do not create new, more stringent standards but rather provide compliance flexibilities, they are confirmed as within the scope of prior waivers issued by EPA.

				RFS 2014-2016 Volume Standards

Signed 11/30/15; published 12/14/15 (80 FR 77419)

		FRM		Oct 30		Nov 30		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		The Clean Air Act requires EPA to promulgate regulations that specify the annual statutory volume requirements for renewable fuels under the RFS program. Standards must be set for four different categories of renewable fuels: cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel, advanced biofuel, and total renewable fuel. The statute requires that the standards be finalized by November 30 of the year prior to the year in which the standards would apply. In the case of biomas-based diesel, the statute requires applicable volumes to be set no later than 14 months before the year for which the requirements would apply.  This action will finalize the applicable volumes for all renewable fuel categories for years 2015 and 2016, and also takes action on the 2014 standards.

				2016 Cellulosic Waiver Credit Price Announcement		Web Announcement		N/A		N/A       (Posted on 11/5)		Web announcement & EnviroFlash		N		N		N		For any year that the projected volume of cellulosic biofuel production is less than the applicable volume of cellulosic biofuel set forth in the Clean Air Act, the EPA must: reduce the required volume of cellulosic biofuel for that year to the projected volume; and provide obligated parties the opportunity to purchase cellulosic waiver credits (CWC). The price of these credits is determined using a formula specified in the Clean Air Act. The EPA published a Direct Final Rule in April 2015 (80 FR 18136, April 3, 2015) which stated that we would publish the CWC prices on the EPA's RFS website, using the data sources and methods in the DFR. This notification is being provided here, and sets the CWC price for 2016 at $1.33.

				Jatropha

Signed 9/30/15; published 10/13/15 (80 FR 61406)		Notice		N/A		Sept 30 (Office Director)		Desk statement & web anouncement on 10/1		Y		N		N		In this Notice, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is inviting comment on its analysis of the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions attributable to the production and transport of Jatropha curcas (“jatropha”) oil feedstock for use in making biofuels such as biodiesel, renewable diesel, jet fuel, naphtha and liquefied petroleum gas. This notice explains EPA’s analysis of the production and transport components of the lifecycle GHG emissions of biofuel made from jatropha oil, and describes how EPA may apply this analysis in the future to determine whether such biofuels meet the necessary GHG reductions required for qualification as renewable fuel under the Renewable Fuels Standard program.

				Heavy Duty Vehicle GHG Emissions Standards - Phase 2  

Signed 8/31/15; published 9/8/15 (80 FR 53756)		Comment Period Extension Notice		N/A		August 31		Web posting		N		N		N		The EPA and the Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) are extending the comment periods for their recent joint Proposed Rule ("Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Fuel Efficiency Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines and Vehicles—Phase 2"; 80 FR 40138, July 13, 2015) and for NHTSA's Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  The comment periods are being extended through October 1, 2015.

				RVP Gasoline Standard for North Carolina

Signed 8/5/15; published 8/17/15 (80 FR 49193)		NPRM and Direct Final		N/A (Waived on 5/18)		August		(Region will handle)		y		N		y		To reduce gasoline emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) that are a major contributor to ground-level ozone (smog), the EPA's regulations establish maximum Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) gasoline standards of 9.0 psi or 7.8 psi sold during the summer ozone season based on the state, the month, and the area's ozone designation. The EPA is proposing to approve North Carolina's request to relax the RVP standard for gasoline sold in Mecklenburg and Gaston counties, North Carolina from 7.8 psi to 9.0 psi by revising 40 CFR 80.27. This rulemaking is not expected to have an adverse impact on air quality in the subject area.  

				Heavy Duty Vehicle GHG Emissions Standards - Phase 2  

Signed 7/28/15; published 8/3/15 (80 FR 45914)		Supplemental Hearing Notice (California)		N/A		Wk of July 27th (Office Director)		Web posting		Y		N		N		The EPA and the Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) are publishing a Federal Register Notice announcing the location of the August 18, 2015 public hearing for their recent joint Proposed Rule (80 FR 40138, July 13, 2015).  The hearing will take place in Long Beach, CA.  The agencies announced an August 6, 2015 public hearing in Chicago, IL in a separate Federal Register notice on July 28, 2015.

				Aircraft GHG  

Signed 7/21/15; published 7/29/15 (80 FR 45131)
		Supplemental Hearing Notice		N/A		Wk of July 20th (Office Director)		Web posting		Y		N		N		The EPA is publishing a Federal Register notice to make minor updates to information regarding the public hearing for "Proposed Finding That Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Aircraft Cause or Contribute to Air Pollution That May Reasonably Be Anticipated To Endanger Public Health and Welfare and Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking" (80 FR 37758, July 1, 2015). The notice will make corrections to the public hearing location address, provides notice of a conference call-in number for the hearing, and provides notice that video recording will be permitted in the hearing room.

				Heavy Duty Vehicle GHG Emissions Standards - Phase 2 

Signed 7/23/15; published 7/28/15 (80 FR 44863)
		Supplemental Hearing Notice (Chicago)		N/A		Wk of July 20th (Office Director)		Web posting		Y		N		N		The EPA and the Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) are publishing a Federal Register Notice announcing public hearings for their recent joint Proposed Rule (80 FR 40138, July 13, 2015).  The hearings will take place on August 6th in Chicago, IL and August 18th in the Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA area (detailed information on the August 18th hearing will be announced in a separate Federal Register notice).  The agencies are also extending the public comment period to September 17, 2015.

				Cottonseed Oil

Signed 6/30/15; published 7/14/15 (80 FR 41033)		Notice		N/A		June 30 (Office Director)		Desk statement & web anouncement		Y		N		N		In this Notice, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is inviting comment on its analysis of the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions attributable to the production and transport of cottonseed Gossypium spp. (“cotton”) seed oil feedstock for use in making biofuels such as biodiesel, renewable diesel, and jet fuel.  This Notice invites comment on EPA’s analysis of the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions attributable to the production and transport of cottonseed oil feedstock.  The Notice explains EPA’s analysis and describes how EPA may apply this analysis in the future to determine whether biofuels meet the necessary GHG reductions required for qualification under the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) program.

				Relaxation for the RVP Gasoline Standard for Birmingham

Signed 6/25/15; published 7/2/15 (80 FR 38283, 80 FR 38284)		DFR Withdrawal & FRM		N/A		June 25		N/A		N		N		N		(See rule description below)

				Heavy Duty Vehicle GHG Emissions Standards - Phase 2

Signed 6/19/15; published 7/13/15 (80 FR 40137)		NPRM		March 27		June 19		Full dog & pony show		Y		Y		Y		The EPA and the Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration are proposing a comprehensive National Program for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emission and Fuel Efficiency Standards for model years beyond 2018.  These second sets of standards would further reduce greenhouse gas emissions and fuel consumption from a wide range of on-road vehicles  from semi-trucks and their trailers to the largest pickup trucks and vans, and all types and sizes of work trucks and buses.

				Aircraft GHG 

Signed 6/10/15; published 7/1/15 (80 FR 37757)		Proposed Endangerment Finding & ANPRM		Feb 27		June 10		Press release, web posting, stakeholder emails/calls		Y		Y		Y		The EPA is proposing to determine that greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere endanger the public health and welfare of current and future generations within the meaning of section 231(a) of the Clean Air Act.  The Administrator is also proposing to find that greenhouse gas emissions from certain classes of engines used in aircraft are contributing to air pollution which endangers public health and welfare under section 231(a) of the Clean Air Act.  This proposed action responds to a citizen petition the EPA received in December 2007 requesting the EPA issue an endangerment finding and standards under section 213(a) of the Act for the GHG emissions from aircraft.  Concurrent with these proposed findings, the EPA is issuing an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that: provides an overview of ICAO’s progress in establishing global aircraft standards that achieve meaningful  reductions in CO2 emissions; seeks input on a variety of issues related to setting an international CO2 standard for aircraft at the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and; seeks input on the potential use of section 231 of the Clean Air Act to adopt and implement corresponding aircraft engine GHG emission standards domestically.

				RFS 2014-2016 Volume Standards

Signed 5/30/15; published 6/10/15 (80 FR 33099)		NPRM		May 7		May 30		Full dog & pony show		N		Y		Y		The Clean Air Act requires EPA to promulgate regulations that specify the annual statutory volume requirements for renewable fuels under the RFS program. Standards must be set for four different categories of renewable fuels: cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel, advanced biofuel, and total renewable fuel. The statute requires that the standards be finalized by November 30 of the year prior to the year in which the standards would apply. In the case of biomas based diesel, the statute requires applicable volumes to be set no later than 14 months before the year for which the requirements would apply.  This action would propose the applicable volumes for all renewable fuel categories for years 2015 and 2016, and would also take action on the 2014 standards.

				Tier 3 et al DFR - signed 4/30/15; published 5/8/15, backdated to 5/5/15 (80 FR 26463)		Withdrawal Notice		TBD		Late April		Web announcement		Y		N		Y		EPA received adverse comment on certain elements of the Tier 3 Technical Amendments Direct Final Rule published on February 19, 2015.  We are withdrawing those elements of the direct final rule.  EPA intends to consider the comments received and proceed with a new final rule for the withdrawn elements. The remaining elements will go into effect pursuant to the direct final rule.

				2008 SORE Amendments - signed 4/29/15; published 5/6/15 (80 FR 26041)		Waiver Determination		N/A		Apr 29 (AA signature)		Email to stakeholders		Y		N		N		This is a minor action on a waiver determination.  The California Air Resources Board (CARB) adopted amendments in November 2008, and submitted a request in December 2013, for within-the-scope confirmation for amendments that added flexibility to the emissions credit program and permitted the use of E10 as certification fuel.

				CA Authorization SI Marine Engine and Boat Regulations - signed 4/29/15; published 5/6/15 (80 FR 26032)		Waiver Determination		N/A		Apr 29 (AA signature)		Email to stakeholders		Y		N		N		This is a minor action consisting of a final determination concerning a California Air Resources Board (CARB) authorization request for state marine spark ignition (SI) and boat regulations. The original authorization enabled CARB to enforce regulations applicable to outboard and personal watercraft engines and to enforce the first tier of regulations affecting inboard and stern drive engines. By letter dated November 30, 2012, CARB submitted to EPA an authorization request pursuant to section 209(e) of the Clean Air Act for its 2008 Marine SI Amendments. The amendments seek to address technical issues arising between 2006 and 2008; to make clarifications and correct cross referencing errors found in the original regulation; and to enhance alignment with other CARB and EPA regulations.

				Mobile Cargo Handling Amendments                        signed 4/29/15; published 5/7/15 (80 FR 26249)		Waiver Determination		N/A		Apr 29 (AA signature)		Email to stakeholders		Y		N		N		This is a minor action on a waiver determination.  The California Air Resources Board (CARB) adopted amendments in October 2012, and submitted a within-the-scope request in May 2013 covering amendments that add flexibility to a previously authorized 2006 Cargo Handling Equipment (CHE) regulation. The amendments modify retrofit requirements, clarify technology availability criteria, and offer new options/flexibilities for operational practices and compliance demonstrations.  The full authorization request covers amendments that establish new in-use opacity standards and that correct an inadvertent error in the 2006 CHE regulation affecting tier 4 engines.

				Relaxation for the RVP Gasoline Standard for Birmingham                                                
Signed April 30, 2015; published May 7, 2015 (80 FR 26191)		DFR		waived on 3/19		April 30		Regional press release		Y (+Reg'l)		(Reg'l)		Y		To reduce gasoline emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) that are a major contributor to ground-level ozone (smog), the EPA's regulations establish maximum Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) gasoline standards of 9.0 psi or 7.8 psi sold during the summer ozone season based on the state, the month, and the area's ozone designation. The EPA is proposing to approve Alabama's request to relax the RVP standard for gasoline sold in Jefferson and Shelby counties, Alabama ("the Birmingham area") from 7.8 psi to 9.0 psi by revising 40 CFR 80.27. This rulemaking is not expected to have an adverse impact on air quality in the Birmingham area.  

				Carinata                                                
Signed April 17, 2015; published April 24, 2015 (80 FR 22996)		Notice		N/A		 April 17 (Office Director)		Desk statement & web anouncement		Y		N		N		This Notice invites comment on EPA’s analysis of the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions attributable to the production and transport of carinata oil feedstock.  The Notice explains EPA’s analysis and describes how EPA may apply this analysis in the future to determine whether biofuels meet the necessary GHG reductions required for qualification under the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) program. 

				Cellulosic Waiver Credit Price Calculations and Minor Technical Amendments  

Signed March 24, 2015; published April 3, 2015 (80 FR 18136)		DFR & Parallel NPRM		waived		March 24		Desk statement, web announcement, EnviroFlash		Y		N		N		EPA is taking action to clarify the data sources and methods used to calculate the price of cellulosic waiver credits (CWC).  We are also making minor modifications to our regulations to allow the cellulosic waiver credit prices to be announced as quickly as practical after the information on which the CWC price is based is available.  Finally, we are announcing the CWC price for the 2014 and 2015 compliance years.

In this action we are also making minor amendments to the regulations to correct references and reinsert language regarding fuel produced from Arundo donax or Pennisetum purpureum, which was inadvertently overwritten by the Quality Assurance Program (QAP) final rule (79 FR 42078, July 18, 2014).

				Pennycress   
Signed March 12, 2015; published March 20, 2015 (80 FR 15002)		Notice		N/A		March 12 (Office Director)		Desk statement, web announcement, EnviroFlash		Y		N		N		In this Notice, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is inviting comment on its analysis of the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions attributable to the production and transport of Thlaspi arvense (“pennycress”) oil feedstock for use in making biofuels such as biodiesel, renewable diesel, and jet fuel. This notice explains EPA’s analysis of the production and transport components of the lifecycle GHG emissions of biofuel made from pennycress oil, and describes how EPA may apply this analysis in the future to determine whether biofuels produced from pennycress oil meet the necessary GHG reductions required for qualification as renewable fuel under the Renewable Fuel Standard program. Based on this analysis, we anticipate that biofuels produced from pennycress oil could qualify as biomass-based diesel or advanced biofuel if typical fuel production process technologies are used.







Petitions

		OTAQ Petition Tracker

		(key: green = completed; yellow = near completion; orange = in process; white = pending)

		Title of Action		Date		Type of Petition & Petitioner		Status		2016 Expectation		2017 Expectation		Notes

		Petitions for Reconsideration of 2013 RFS Annual Rule (78 FR 49794, August 15, 2013)				Petitions for Reconsideration from:		Completed 09/23/16		Individual letters sent to each petitioner with a single attachment regarding the petitions; posted on RFS Petitions webpage (9/27/16).				API & AFPM issues raised in petitions for review; stayed pending response to administrative petitions.

				10/15/13		Monroe Energy

				10/11/13		API

				10/10/13		AFPM

		Requests for Reconsideration of RFS2 rule to revise Point of Obligation established in “Changes to Renewable Fuel Standard; Final Rule,” 75 FR 14671 (March 26, 2010)/Change in definition of obligated party 80.1406				Petitions for Reconsideration from:		Completed 11/10/16		EPA issued an FR notice opening up a 60-day comment period on this issue and letters were sent to individual petitioners (11/10/16).				Petitions for review of 2010 rule filed in 2014-2016 alleging "after arising" grounds for challenge.  Anticipate all will be stayed pending response to administrative petitions.

				1/27/14		Monroe Energy

				1/28/16		Monroe Energy (2nd petition)

				2/12/16		Valero

				2/11/16		Small Refinery Coalition

				6/13/16		Valero

				9/2/16		HollyFrontier

		Petition for Reconsideration of 2012 Response to 2006 Petition on Aircraft Lead Endangerment		4/21/14		Petition for Reconsideration from: Friends of the Earth, Physicians for Social Responsibility and Oregon Aviation Watch		Completed 01/23/15		Petition resolved in 2015; OTAQ will continue work on the evaluation of lead endangerment throughout 2016, in advance of a 2017 lead endangerment NPRM.				OTAQ is actively engaged in the evaluation of lead endangerment as requested by the petitioners and will issue an NPRM on endangerment in 2017 and an FRM on endangerment in 2018.

		Petition to EPA for Rulemaking to Adopt Ultra-Low NOx Exhaust Emission Standards for On-Road Heavy-Duty Trucks and Engines				Petition for Rulemaking from: 		Completed 12/20/16		Release petition response on 12/20/16.				Begin rulemaking on ultra-low NOx exhaust emissions standards for on-road heavy-duty engines (NPRM by July 2017, FRM by December 31, 2017).

				6/3/15		SCAQMD + 15 other state & local govt organizations

				6/13/16		Rhode Island Dept of Environmental Mgmt

				6/15/16		Massachusetts DEP

				7/7/16		Coalition for Clean Air

				7/11/16		Vermont DEC

				7/18/16		San Bernardino Associated Govts 

				7/25/16		New York State DEC

				7/27/16		Port of Los Angeles

		Petition Requesting that EPA Adopt New National Standards for On-Road Heavy-Duty Trucks and Locomotives under Federal Jurisdiction		6/22/16		Petition for Rulemaking from San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD)		Completed 12/20/16		Responded to with HD NOx petition above.				Nearly identical to SCAQMD petition, but includes the locomotive requests: 
1. Initiate a rule to develop an in-use locomotive regulation requiring Tier 4 control technology in existing locomotives that operate in O3 and PM2.5 NAA; 2. Initiate rulemaking to develop new Tier 5 national stand+F31ards for locomotives; 3. Initiate rulemaking to develop more stringent national standards for remanufactured locomotives, the standards should be Tier 4+ or the most stringent standards feasible.  The petition requests that EPA Issue an NPRM in July 2017, FRM by Dec 2017, and implementation by January 2022.

		Petition for Waiver of 2016 Cellulosic Biofuel Volumetric Requirements		12/28/16		Petition for Waiver from the American Fuel and Petrochelmical Manufacturers		Completed 1/17/17		Response in january 2017				Petition requesting that the EPA waive the volumes of cellulosic biofuels required for the 2016 compliance year under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) due to an inadequate domestic supply of such fuel.  The EPA must act on the petition within 90 days, and the Petitioners requested an expeditious decision (as cellulosic biofuel waiver credits for 2016 must be purchased and RFS compliance must be assured on or before March 30, 2017) and that the Agency defer the requirement to purchase cellulosic biofuel waiver credits for 2016 until the EPA can formally act on the petition.

		Petition for Reconsideration Re: Final Rule: "Regulation to Mitigate the Misfueling of Vehicles and Engines with Gasoline Containing Greater than Ten Volume Percent Ethanol and Modifications to the Reformulated and Conventional Gasoline Programs" (76 FR 44406, July 25, 2011)		10/24/11		Petition for Reconsideration from: National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA)		Pending		No action planned for 2016.				This is the third remaining petition for reconsideration of the E15 Misfueling Mitigation Rule. The other two petitions contained issues which were addressed through 

		Petition for Reconsideration and Clarification, Including for the Purpose of Updating the Regulations Via Technical Corrections - RE: RFS Renewable Identification Number (RIN) Quality Assurance Program; Final Rule (79 FR 42078, July 18, 2014)		9/16/14		Petition for Reconsideration from: Genscape		Pending		No action planned for 2016.				We were provided with a draft letter in June 2015 indicating that Genscape was considering and wanted to work with us to withdraw its Petition for Reconsideration. OTAQ/CD-DC staff met with Genscape on June 16, 2015 to discuss Genscape’s concerns. We have no record of ever receiving a final/formal withdrawal letter.

		Request for Reconsideration or Clarification of EPA's "RFS Renewable Identification Number (RIN) Quality Assurance Program; Final Rule," 79 FR 42078 (July 18, 2014)		9/16/14		Petition for Reconsideration from: NBB		Pending		No action planned for 2016.				Preliminary input from OGC in September 2014 indicated that it’s not clear that section 307(d) applies to the QAP rule and allows these Petitioners (Genscape and NBB) to file petitions for reconsideration.

		Petition for Reconsideration of EPA’s “Approval of CARBIO’s Alternative Biomass Tracking Program and Alternative Renewable Biomass Tracking Requirement, 40 CFR 80.1454(h)”		3/30/15		Petition for Reconsideration and Request for Administrative Stay from NBB		In process		Oral argument held on October 27; currently waiting for a decision from the D.C. Circuit.				Issues raised similar to issues currently being litigated in National Biodiesel Board v. EPA, Nos. 15-1072 and 15-1073 (Coordinated) (D.C. Cir.)

		Petition for Review: Sinclair Wyoming Refining Co. and Sinclair Casper Refining Co. v. EPA, No. 16-9532 (10th Cir.)		6/10/16		Petition for Review from: Sinclair Wyoming Refining Co. and Sinclair Casper Refining Co		In process		Sinclair filed opening brief and EPA filed response brief, Sinclair filed its reply brief 12/9/16; currently waiting for oral argument to be scheduled.				Sinclair filed a petition in the 10th Circuit, challenging EPA's denials of the two refineries' requests for exemptions, issued May 2 and May 25.

		Request for Reconsideration of Amendments Related to: Tier 3 Motor
Vehicle Emission and Fuel Standards; Final Rule, 81 Fed. Reg. 23,641
(Apr. 22, 2016)		6/21/16		Petition for Reconsideration from NBB		Pending		Some action planned for 2016 (see "Notes" column).				NBB asserts that they submitted a negative comment (via other channels) on the QAP provisions in the Tier 3 Tech Amendment package, and since the "comment" was not addressed, this petition was filed.  Some elements of the issues that were raised in the petition are being addressed in the REGS Rule.

		Petition for Review of final agency actions issued on 10/19/16 "Denial of Request for Extension of Small Refinery Temporary Exemption Under the RFS Program" for Sinclair Wyoming and Sinclair Casper		12/15/16		Petition for Review from: Sinclair Wyoming Refining Co. and Sinclair Casper Refining Co		Pending		Sinclair filed opening brief and EPA filed response brief, Sinclair filed its reply brief 12/9/16; currently waiting for oral argument to be scheduled.				Sinclair filed a petition in the 10th Circuit, challenging EPA's denials of the two refineries' requests for exemptions, issued May 2 and May 25.

		Petition for review of a final action of respondents—the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Gina McCarthy, Administrator, U.S. EPA—entitled “Denial of Request for Extension of Small Refinery Temporary Exemption Under the Renewable Fuel Standards Program for HollyFrontier Cheyenne Refining LLC’s Cheyenne, WY Refinery” issued on November 3, 2016.		12/22/16		Petition for review from HollyFrontier		Pending		No action planned for 2016.

		Petition for Review and Amendment of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Fuel Efficiency
Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines and Vehicles-Phase 2, Final Rule, 81 Fed. Reg. 73478
(October 25, 2016)		12/22/16		Petition for Reconsideration from Truck Trailer Manufacturers Association		Pending		No action planned for 2016.

		Request for Reconsideration of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Fuel
Efficiency Standards for Medium-and Heavy‐Duty Engines and
Vehicles—Phase 2, Final Rule, 81 Fed. Reg. 73,478 (Oct. 25, 2016)		12/23/16		Petition for Reconsideration from NBB		Pending		No action planned for 2016.

		Petition for Reconsideration and Amendment of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Fuel Efficiency
Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines and Vehicles-Phase 2, Final Rule, 81 Fed. Reg. 73478
(October 25, 2016)		12/23/16		Petition for Reconsideration from Rubber Manufacturers Association		Pending		No action planned for 2016.

		Petition for Review of the "Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Fuel Efficiency Standards for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Engines and Vehicles — Phase 2"; Final Rule, 81 FR 73478 (10/25/16)		12/28/16		Petition for Review from Racing Enthusiast and Suppliers Coalition		Pending		No action planned for 2016.

		Petition to Reconsider Denial of 2016 RFS Cellulosic Biofuel Waiver		3/16/17		Petition for Reconsideration from AFPM		In process		N/A				Draft response currently being reviewed.
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Upcoming Communications

				Upcoming OTAQ Announcements

				6 Month Outlook

		OTAQ Staff Lead		Topic		Event/Announcement Type		Date		Admin Report (Y/N)		Press Planner (Y/N)		Description/Administrator's Report Blurb

		Chris		DERA National RFP		Press release, web update		Week of April 10		Yes		Yes		EPA will release a RFP for FY2017 Diesel Emissions Reduction Program (DERA) funds on or shortly after April 4, 2017.  In the RFP, EPA anticipates awarding at least $11 million in DERA grant funding to implement clean diesel projects aimed at reducing emissions from the nation’s existing fleet of old, dirty diesel engines.  EPA anticipates awarding between 20 and 80 assistance agreements under this funding opportunity.  Projects may include school buses, transit buses, heavy-duty diesel trucks, marine engines, locomotives and other diesel engines, verified shore connection systems, and truck stop electrification technologies. Applicants may submit proposals for at least 60 days after the RFP is publicly posted. EPA will also release a press release, Facebook post, and tweet.  A listserv email announcement will be sent to announce the details of the RFP as well.

		Chris		SmartWay Affiliate Challenge Recognition		Web Update, Social Media, Regional and Stakeholder Collaboration		4/20/17		Yes		Yes		As early as April 20, EPA will honor nine stakeholders as exceptional affiliates to the SmartWay program. The SmartWay Affiliate Challenge provides EPA with the opportunity to publicly acknowledge the important contributions of SmartWay Affiliates.  Dedicated affiliates are critical to the SmartWay program's continued success.  We will work collaboratively with the regions and stakeholders to recognize the affiliate's contributions. Including recognition on EPA's website and social media accounts. All stakeholder reactions are expected to positive.  

		Erin		OIG Report on Benzene		Statement		mid-April		Yes		Yes		The OIG will release a report titled Improved Data and EPA Oversight Are Needed to Assure Compliance With the Standards for Benzene Content in Gasoline which provides recommendations to OTAQ and OECA for improving oversight of the benzene in gasoline program.  OTAQ and OECA will have letters responding to the OIG recommendations appended to the report.  OAR and OECA develop a coordinated statement  for press questions. 

		Chris		SmartWay Affiliate Challenge Honorees		Web Posting, Social Media, Possible Regonal Press Release		4/20/2017 (for Earth Day)		No		Y		Through the 2017 SmartWay Affiliate Challenge, EPA will recognize the contributions of high-performing SmartWay Affiliates that go above and beyond to help spread the word about SmartWay and encourage members, customers and stakeholders to become SmartWay Partners.  EPA will list honorees on our website on Earthday, post social media content congratulating winners, and will encourage EPA Regions to put out press releases highlighting honorees.  Honorees are likely to put out press releases highlighting their work and its benefit for the environment as a part of their Earth Day activities. 

				Reuters FOIA on RFS		FOIA Release on FOIAinfo.gov		TBD		No		Y		Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for: "any and all communications between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and members of the industry, representatives from the White House, or members of Congress regarding the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) progam since May 1, 2014."

				Politico FOIA on RFS		FOIA Release on FOIAinfo.gov		TBD		No		Y		Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for: "Communications relatated to the RFS program. It shall include meetings, emails, memos, or official documents, exchange between the Vice President's office and the EPA on RFS. Specifically, this request is for communications between Vice President Joe Biden or VP Deputy Director for Policy Kerry Duggan and with any of the following EPA staff: Administrator Gina McCarthy, Acting Assistant Administrator for OAR Janet McCabe, Director of the Office of Transportation and Air Quality Chris Grundler, OTAQ Associate Office Director Benjamin Hengst, or OTAQ Chief of Staff Tracey Bradish occurring between January 1, 2016 and October 31, 2016." 





Public events and web

		Date		Status    (Completed, New, Ongoing)		Topic/ Title		Action/ Event 		Detailed Description		Office/Division		Program Contact		Regional Amplification		Media Strategy

		03/14-03/17		Ongoing		NTEA Truck Show		Speech, Indianapolis		HD Phase 2 delegated assembly for final stage body builders to earn emissions credits. 		OTAQ		Chris Mylan		No

		3/29/17		Ongoing		SmartWay Outreach Webinars		Webinar		Freight Matters! Webinar Series: Leaders in the shipping and freight industry  talk about trends and issues that matter to your business.		OTAQ		Erin Birgfeld

		3/15/17		Ongoing		Technical Presentation		Green Truck Summit		On March 15, Matt Spears will be giving a technical presentation as part of a panel at a conference called the “Green Truck Summit” which is a one-day conference which is part of a multi-day conference-trade show called “The Work Truck Show”, in Indianapolis, Indiana. 		OTAQ		Erin Birgfeld		No		None

		4/10/17		New		Staff Participation on Technical Panel titled 		Worldwide Energy Conference		Sharyn Lie will partifcipate on a technical panel titled "Energy legislation & environment" at the Defense Logistica Agency Worldwide Energy Coference.  		OTAQ/TCD		Sharyn Lie		No 		None







































Completed Actions

				Completed OTAQ Announcements

				As of 4/3/17

		OTAQ Staff Lead		Topic		Event/ Announcement Type		Date		Admin Report (Y/N)		Press Planner (Y/N)		Description

		Erin/Chris		Final installation of a technology project to install scrubbers and diesel particulate filters on 3 ocean going vessels as a way to meet stringent emissions limits in waters within 200 miles of the U.S. coasts.   Press release will also highlight the continued expansion of this cost effective technology on ships. 		Desk Statement, Web Update		Cancelled		Yes		Yes		Matson shipping company to announce that three of its ocean going vessels have been successfully fitted with emissions scrubbers as alternate compliance approach to meet the NOx emissions levels for the U.S. Emissions Control Area (ECA) under the International Marine Pollution Prevention Convention (MARPOL).   This success highlights EPA and Coast Guard's commitment to utilizing the flexibilities in the MARPOL requirements that can reduce the costs of compliance with the ECA and incentivize advanced technologies, without compromising the environmental benefits of the ECA.

		Chris		SW Light-Duty Thresholds + Smog Rating		Web Update 		3/1/17		Yes		Yes		EPA is posting its annual update for the SmartWay light-duty thresholds for MY 2018. This update includes posting the MY 2018 charts for SmartWay thresholds, Greenhouse Gas Ratings, and Smog Ratings.

		Chris		2018 Updates to Federal Fleets Using low GHG Vehicles		Web Update 		3/1/17		Yes		Yes		The Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA) § 141 requires that federal agencies only procure passenger cars, light-duty trucks and medium duty passenger vehicles (MDPVs) that are low GHG-emitting, subject to certain exceptions. As required by statute, EPA determines which cars and light-duty trucks qualify as low GHG-emitting vehicles for the purposes of EISA § 141 each year. 

		Erin		 Reuters FOIA on FE Relabel (partial production)		FOIA Release on FOIAinfo.gov		2/8/17		No		No but will coordinate desk statement with OPA		Reuters' request is “I am requesting all letters, emails, and communications between EPA and GM, Daimler AG, and its Mercedes-Benz USA unit, Mitsubishi Motors Inc and any other automakers involving questions about errors in fuel economy labels or emissions testing from Jan. 1, 2016 through the present.”

		Erin		AP FOIA on GM FE Relabel		FOIA Release on FOIAinfo.gov		2/8/17		No		No but will coordinate desk statement with OPA		AP's request is “All correspondence, data and other documents from the EPA involving mileage estimates on window stickers for the 2016 Chevrolet Traverse, GMC Acadia, and Buick Enclave, all manufactured by GM.”

		Erin		Gasoline Property Data for 2006-2015		Post on EPA webpage (statement available if questions are received)		2/3/17		No		Y		EPA plans to post 49-state average gasoline fuel property data for 2006-2015.  Gasoline fuel properties are the qualities of the fuel which can affect the emissions of the vehicle combusting the fuel and include:  Chemical content of aromatics, benzene, sulfur, and olefins, RVP (Reid Vapor Pressure), and other metrics.  EPA currently has gasoline fuel property data for the years 1995-2005.  The new information extends the data through 2015.  From this data one can see the progression over time due to both EPA standards and other market shifts in the level of the various fuel properties reported to EPA by refiners and imports for every batch of gasoline produced.

				Chris G speaking at SAE Government/Industry Meeting		Chris G Speech		1/25/17		No		Yes		Chris Grundler will give the Opening Keynote address at the SAE Government Industry Meeting on January 25, 2017.

		Chris M.		SmartWay MOU		No press		1/9/17		No		Yes		MOU with Mexico and Canada to coordinate work on SmartWay.  EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy signed the MOU on 1/9/2017, with subsequent signatures by Canada and Mexico.

		OECA - OTAQ Reviewing		VW Penalty 		Press Call -  full dog and pony		Wed, 1/11		No		Yes		OECA and DOJ finalizing penalty phase

		OECA leads - OTAQ developing website		FCA Notice of Violation		Press Call -  full dog and pony		Thursday, 1/12		No		Yes		NOV announcment

				Genscape QAP Issue		Desk Statement to Key Reporters / Web update		1/4/17		Yes 		Yes		As early as 12/23/16 the EPA will issue a notice of intent to revoke the ability of Genscape to verify Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs) as a third-party auditor under the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) Quality Assurance Program. The EPA is taking this action because Genscape verified over 71 million Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs) which were ultimately found to be illegally generated by two companies, Gen-X and SRC.  The EPA is also requiring Genscape to retire approximately 68 million valid RINs within 60 days to replace the approximately 68 million of the 71 million invalid RINs Genscape verified that were used for compliance address the excess RINs in the market. Genscape has 60 days to submit written comments to the EPA in response to this notice. The Administrator will review and consider these comments before taking final action concerning the proposed revocation of Genscape’s ability to verify RINs under the RFS.

				VW - Fix approval for Gen 3 2 Liters		Web announcement		1/4/2017  (or 1/5/2017)		Yes 		Yes

		 		DERA School Bus Rebate winners		Press Release with Regional Amplification		1/5/17		Yes 		Yes

				REGS Public Hearing		Public Hearing		12/6/2016		Yes 		Yes		The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will hold a public hearing in Chicago, Illinois on December 6, 2016 for the proposed "Renewables Enhancement and Growth Support Rule," beginning at 9:00 AM CST.

				VW Hearing		Congressional Hearing		12/6/2016, 11:00am		Yes 		Yes		OECA Assistant Administrator Cynthia Giles and OAR Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe will testify in front of the House Energy and Commerce Committee's Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations.  The hearing is entitled "VW's Emissions Cheating Settlement: Questions Concerning ZEV Program Implementation."

				RFS Hearing		Congressional Hearing		12/1/2016, 2:30pm		Yes 		Yes		OAR Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe will testify in front of the Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee's Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and Federal Management regarding two RFS GAO reports.

		Erin		2016 FE Trends Report / GHG Compliance Report		Report Release		 Wednesday, Nov. 2		Yes 		Yes		EPA will release the annual “GHG Performance” report which tracks automaker compliance with the National Program GHG emissions standards as part of the agency’s continuing commitment to provide the public with transparent and timely information. This report presents substantial detail on whether and how individual manufacturers are meeting the GHG emissions standards in the 2015 model year – the fourth model year of the standards. 

EPA is also releasing the annual “Trends” report, which is the authoritative reference for tailpipe CO2 emissions, fuel economy, and technology trends for new personal vehicles sold in the U.S. every year since 1975.  The report does not address compliance or policy, but mainstream media use the report to document formal short-term and long-term trends, especially for fuel economy, and researchers use it to calibrate their models to real world performance. 

		Erin/David		SAE COMVEC		Chris to attend and give keynote speech		October 4-6, 2016		No		No		Chris Grundler will give a speech at the SAE Commercial Vehicle Meeting on the GHG Phase 2 rule for Heavy Duty Vehicles.  Event is open to press. 

		Erin		Updating FE Labels to new methodology values in FE.gov		Web update /Desk statement 		9/29/2016		No		No		As part of our continuing effort to improve fuel economy estimates for all vehicles, EPA has updated some of the calculations that manufacturers use to determine the EPA fuel economy label values. This update has been implemented via a guidance letter to auto manufacturers.  EPA is now updating the values in fueleconomy.gov with the updated values.  While the label values for the vast majority of vehicles are not expected to change, some of the higher mileage vehicles will decrease by 1-2 mpg. 

		Chris		SW Awards for Carriers		Event/Announcement 		10/3/2016		Yes 		Y		SmartWay will hold their carrier award ceremony at the American Trucking Association conference in Las Vegas.

		Chris		DERA School Bus Rebates		Announcement		9/29/2016		Yes 		Yes 		As early as September 29, EPA is announcing the availability of approximately $7 million in rebates to public and private school bus fleet owners for the replacement or retrofit of older school buses. Upgrading buses with older engines will reduce diesel emissions and improve air quality.  

		Erin		Chris to Testify in EC Pariliament 		Chris to speak at an EC Parliament hearing		9/26/16		Yes (not submitted yet)		No but will coordinate with OPA		Chris Grundler will speak at a hearing of the European Parliament Committee of Inquiry into Emission Measurements in the Automotive Sector.  He will answer questions related to US EPA's aproach to testing,compliance and oversight for emissions standards for light duty vehicles. 

		Chris		SW Awards for Shippers		Event/Announcement 		Sept. 27		Yes (not submitted yet)		Y		SmartWay will hold their  shipper award ceremony at the CSCMP conference in Orlando, Florida. 

		Erin		Ports Macro Assessment		PR/Stakeholder engagement		9/22/2016		Yes 		Yes 		As early as September 19, 2016, EPA will release the National Port Strategy Assessment. EPA developed this study to update its understanding of current and future diesel emissions in port areas.  This study explores the potential of a range of available strategies to reduce diesel emissions from port-related activity, including reducing emissions from diesel trucks, locomotives, cargo handling equipment, harbor craft, and ocean-going vessels. We will issue a press release, update the EPA website(s) and have a robust stakeholder outreach plan. We anticipate local press organizations in near-port communities to cover the report release. Additionally, national and trade press are likely to cover the report release as a follow-up to earlier ports work press. The stakeholder reaction to this study should be largely positive, although it is important to communicate the study’s purpose and methodology scope to ensure this expected reception. 

				Response to IG Report		IG Releasing report on EPA's implementation of RFS - Desk statement		As early as Sept 1		Yes (not submitted yet)		Yes		The OIG will issue a report called EPA has not met certain statutory requirements to identify environmental impacts of the Renewable Fuel Standard. The report recommends that OAR and ORD, do the following: 1) complete the triennial report to Congress on the impacts of biofuels, 2) conduct an anti-backsliding study on the air quality impacts of RFS, 3) use the information from the anti-backsliding study to determine if additional action is needed to mitigate any adverse air quality impacts, and 4) review whether an additional lifecycle analysis needs to be done for the RFS program. OAR and ORD agreed with these recommendations and provided the OIG with corrective actions and timelines, which the OIG accepted.

				Center for Automotive Research Mgmt. Briefing Seminar		Chris to attend and give speech		August 1-4, 2016		N		N

				OLEM Report of Diesel Tank Corrosion		Report 		July 2016		Y		Yes (not submitted yet)		OLEM is leading but OTAQ is providing support on key Q and A's and comms. 

				2013 LD Performance Report		Press Release		3/26/15		Yes (Done)		Yes (Done)		EPA is releasing this report as part of our continuing commitment to provide the public with transparent and timely information about manufacturers’ compliance with the GHG program. This report presents substantial detail regarding the performance of the manufacturers towards meeting GHG standards in the 2013 model year – the second model year of the standards. This report is also a reference for users of the GHG credits data, which we are making available in formats appropriate for importing into spreadsheets or database applications. 

				EMTS Announcement on 2014 Compliance Reports		Enviroflash		3/16/15		N		N		Clarifies for compliance officers that RFS compliance reports for 2014 are not required until 2014 standards are in place.  - Heads up to Liz and Millett

				DERA Project Funding		Press Release		3/19/15		Yes (Done)		Yes (Done)		As early as the week of March 16th, EPA will award $9 million for clean diesel projects to reduce emissions from the nation’s existing fleet of diesel engines.  This funding is part of EPA’s Diesel Emission Reduction Program (DERA) Fiscal Year 2014 allocation which will use engine replacements and repowers, clean fuels, and idle reduction technologies to clean up a variety of older diesel engines such as marine vessels, locomotives, trucks and buses. We expect positive press attention from trade outlets and regional media as we will be touting these awards through a press release and social media strategy. A range of stakeholders will be interested with these awards as more than 50 applicants applied for more than $32 million. EPA will reach out to the awardees and other stakeholders accordingly. 


				Statement in response to AFPM Suit over RFS 2014 RVO Standards		Statement		4/10/15		N		N		Provides info on next steps on lawsuit

				STAGES (talking points only)		Talking Points for Administrator's New Republic Speech Report		4/10/15		No		No		A what-if analysis of the technical potential for GHG reductions in the US transportation sector through 2050.

				SmartWay Affiliate Challenge Awards		Event		4/17/2015		No 		Will go in regional planner		The SmartWay Affiliate Challenge provides EPA with the opportunity to publicly acknowledge and recognize affiliates that conduct exceptional outreach and educational activities and integrate policies and practices to reduce truck pollution and improve efficiency in the goods movement industry. SmartWay will recognize seven organizations at the Transportation Intermediaries Association (TIA) Capital Ideas and Exhibition Conference in Orlando, Florida on April 17, 2015.

				American Association of Port Authorities Spring Conference		Administrator Speech		April 20-21		No		No		The program has recommended to the 3rd floor that the Admin. attend and present the Port Awards. 

				DERA Port Grant Announcement		Announcement		4/21/15		Yes 		Yes 

				 HEI Conference		Chris G Speech		5/4/15		No		No		Chris giving a speech at HEI

				HEI Expert Panel Report on Diesel Exhaust and Lung Cancer		Statement / Q and A		5/4/15						Not our report - we are prepping for expected questions. 

				DERA National RFP		PR/Web/ Soc. Media		5/7/15		Yes		Yes 		EPA will announce the availability of $13.5 million in grant funding to establish clean diesel projects aimed at reducing emissions from the nation's existing fleet of diesel engines. EPA is soliciting proposals nationwide for projects that significantly reduce diesel emissions and exposure, especially from fleets operating at goods movements facilities in areas designated as having poor air quality.  Priority for funding will be given to projects that engage and benefit local communities and applicants that demonstrate their ability to promote and continue efforts to reduce emissions after the project has ended.  We expect support from all stakeholders and are encouraging the EPA regional offices to publicize this opportunity to local organizations who would qualify. We will also post the funding opportunity on our website and expect minor press coverage.

				DERA Tribal RFP		PR/Web/Soc. Media		5/13/15		Yes		Yes 		EPA will announce the availability of $1 million in grant funding for Tribal applicants to establish clean diesel projects aimed at reducing emissions from older diesel engines. Under this grant competition, EPA anticipates awarding approximately one to five Tribal assistance agreements between $30,000 and $80,000 each. Projects may include school buses, transit buses, heavy-duty diesel trucks, marine engines, locomotives, energy production generators, and other diesel engines.  We expect support from all stakeholders and are encouraging the EPA regional offices to publicize this opportunity to local organizations who would qualify. We will also post the funding opportunity on our website and expect minor press coverage.

				AAA Report Findings		Report		6/17/2015		N		N		One-in-Three Americans Doubt Accuracy of Fuel Economy Ratings. AAA anyalysis, test results reveal that drivers, not automakers, responsible for shortcomings

				NAS Report on Vehicles		Report (we are developing Q/As)		6/17/2015		???		No		Work with Robin to be prepared for this report when released.

				5 Cycle Guidance		Guidance Document		6/22/2015		No 		No		Guidance letter will go out on the 22nd.  Roll and Q and A's drafted in case of press inquiries.  No outreach to press.  

				DOE's Bioenergy 2015		Chris G. Keynote Speech		6/24/2015		N/A		N/A		BETO’s eighth annual conference, will focus on opportunities and challenges in our current highly dynamic energy ecosystem. This year’s conference is co-hosted by the Clean Energy Research and Education Foundation and will be held at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center in Washington, D.C., Tuesday, June 23–Wednesday, June 24, 2015.

				RFS Public Hearing		Hearing		6/22/2015		N/A		N/A

				SmartWay 20/20 Vision Document		Web Update - Social Media 		Went live on Friday 7/11/15		Yes		Yes 		A document outlining its plans to continue strengthening the economic and environmental performance of goods movement in the U.S. through its SmartWay partnership. No roll out.  Post to website, notify key trades, and send blast email.

				CAR / Traverse City Conference		CG Speech		8/3-8/6		--		--

				 Asilomar Conference		CG Speech		8/18-8/21		N/A		N/A		Erin to work with Karl, Bob Larson, Bill C. on speech on panel titled "Leveraging Markets, Innovation, and Regulatory and Pricing Policies"

				DERA school bus rebate funding opportunity opens		Funding Opportunity		10/1/2015		Yes (not submitted yet)		Yes (not submitted yet)

				NVFEL Tech Showcase - Heavy Duty / SmartWay Shipper Awards		Event /Press release for SW awardees		10/13/2015		Yes (not submitted yet)		Yes (not yet submitted)		The NVFEL Vehicle Technology Showcase will highlight innovative technologiesto  improve fuel economy and reduce GHG emissions from heavy duty vehicles. The event will include manufacturer vehicle and component displays, a keynote address from Janet McCabe, a moderated expert panel discussion with industry representatives, a ribbon cutting of the new NVFEL HD Chassis Dynamometer and presentation of 2015 SmartWay Excellence Awards.

				SmartWay 		Event/PR/American Trucking Association		10/18/2015		Yes 		Yes		Chris Grundler will give out SW Awards at the American Trucking Association Conference. 

				Fuel Economy Guide		Social Media Only		Week of Nov 2 		Yes (submit this week)		Yes (submit this week) 		EPA and DOE are releasing the Fuel Economy Guide to 2016 model year vehicles.  EPA and DOE prepare this list of fuel economy ratings and other information annually, as required by statute.  The information in available at www.fueleconomy.gov and in print. Along with the release of the Guide, EPA and DOE publish online lists of the most fuel efficient vehicles overall and within each vehicle class.  We expect only positive or ambivalent reactions from stakeholders, as the fuel economy ratings for most 2016 models are already available at www.fueleconomy.gov.

				MOVES2014a		Web Update and Desk Statemet		Nov. 4		Yes 		No		EPA is releasing a minor update to the MOVES2014 model, a tool used to estimate emissions of greenhouse gases, criteria pollutants, and selected air toxics from mobile sources.  The update released today generally makes the model more flexible and easier to use.  The impact on emissions calculations are small.  We expect little reaction from most states and stakeholders.

				Engine and Vehicle Compliance Report		Report		Nov. 13		Yes 		Yes 		EPA is releasing the fourth in a series of vehicle and engine compliance reports. These reports not only offer a convenient reference to the data that EPA collects in the process of implementing emissions regulations for virtually every vehicle and engine sold in the United States, they also summarize the results of audits undertaken by both EPA and vehicle and engine manufacturers. These audits are essential to realizing the Agency’s national air quality and public health goals.

				Bus Rebate Award Announcement		Press Release		Week of 12/7		Yes		Yes (not submitted yet)		As early as the week of December 7, EPA will announce the recipients of the 2015 School Bus Replacement and Retrofit Funding Opportunity. EPA’s National Clean Diesel Rebate program offered its fourth round of rebates in the fall of 2015.  EPA will award approximately $7 million in rebate funding to school bus fleet owners to replace engines with a model year 2006 and older, or to retrofit buses with engines between 1994 and 2006.  The funding is from the fiscal year Diesel Emissions Reduction Act allocation. We expect news coverage from local outlets and an email will be sent to various stakeholders to inform them of our selections.

				COP-21		Climate Negotiations		Week of 11/30		N/A		N/A		SW to develop Green Freight side event through CCAC.  Comms team to feed TPs etc… Determine best way to get transporation story out there in the U.S. Center.  (NOTE: OAP will be drafting an Administrator's Report blurb for this and will send us a copy.)

				2015 FE Trends Report / GHG compliance Report		Report		Week of 12/14 		Yes		Yes		On Wednesday, December 16, EPA will release the annual “GHG Performance” report which tracks automaker compliance with the National Program GHG emissions standards as part of the agency’s continuing commitment to provide the public with transparent and timely information. This report presents substantial detail on whether and how individual manufacturers are meeting the GHG emissions standards in the 2014 model year – the third model year of the standards. Overall, this year’s GHG report is a continuing “good news” story. Manufacturers over-complied with the standards by 13 grams/mile, continuing to generate credits. All large manufacturers are in compliance with the standards through MY 2014. 

EPA is also releasing the annual “Trends” report, which is the authoritative reference for tailpipe CO2 emissions, fuel economy, and technology trends for new personal vehicles sold in the U.S. every year since 1975.  The report does not address compliance or policy, but mainstream media use the report to document formal short-term and long-term trends, especially for fuel economy, and researchers use it to calibrate their models to real world performance. In this year’s report, light truck fuel economy is at a record high and experienced the second largest increase in 30 years. But, a shift towards higher truck market share offset the higher truck fuel economy and resulted in no overall change in fuel economy in model year 2014.

				Automotive News World Congress		Chris G. Speech		Wednesday, Jan. 13		No		No

				AA Lab Tour with NY Times and other outlets		Lab Tour		Thursday, Jan. 14		N/A		N/A

				Chris Grundler to participate in SAE Plenary Session		Plenary Session		Thursday, Jan. 21		No

				NBB Conference		Speaking Event		January 26-28		No		??

				ICAO Announcement		Announcement		2/9/2016		Yes (not submitted yet)		Yes (not submitted yet)

				EPA Congressional Hearing		Congressional Hearing		2/11/16		No		No		Administrator McCarthy will testifty in front of the House Committee on Agriculture.  The hearing will cover EPA programs in general.

				DERA Grant Request for Proposals		PR/Soc. Media/Regional Outreach		2/23/16		Yes		Yes (submitted)		EPA will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) for FY2015 Diesel Emissions Reduction Program (DERA) funds on or shortly after February 18, 2016.  In the RFP, EPA will announce the availability of $27 million in grant funding to establish clean diesel projects aimed at reducing emissions from the nation’s existing fleet of diesel engines.  EPA anticipates awarding between 10 and 40 assistance agreements through the DERA program.  Projects may include school buses, transit buses, heavy-duty diesel trucks, marine engines, locomotives, and other diesel engines.  

				RFS Congressional Hearing (Janet testifying)		Congressional Hearing		2/24/16		No		Yes (not submitted yet)		OAR Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe will testify in front of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on RFS.

				VW FOIA Release on Web		Web update		3/14/16						OTAQ plans to respond to a FOIA request for documents relating to VW’s voluntary recalls.  The documents include Emissions Defect Information Reports, Voluntary Emission Recall Quarterly Reports, and Voluntary Emissions Recall Reports, and are quite routine for almost all automakers.  But, because they deal with VW, OTAQ is looping in press folks, so that we’re prepared for any questions we’re likely to get.  The requestor for this batch was a law firm, and the documents will be made public on the FOIA web site.

				CFTC MOU		Announcement/ Statement		3/17/16		No		Yes (not submitted yet)		Deliberative- NOT for release beyond EPA or CFTC: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) are preparing to enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) related to sharing data and information related to the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program. Under the MOU, the two agencies agree to cooperate and coordinate on topics related to implementation of the RFS program and the market for renewable identification numbers (RINs). Under the RFS program, RINs are generated when qualifying renewable fuels are generated and are used to demonstrate compliance, and they can be traded by program stakeholders. The MOU represents a proactive effort to help ensure the RIN market is functioning with fairness and integrity.  A draft of the MOU is being sent to Administrator McCarthy for her concurrence; following concurrence, the MOU will be put before the CFTC Commissioners for a closed vote (the vote does not take place in public). Once the MOU is passed by the Commission, which we are expecting to happen without issue since the CFTC Chairman has been briefed on the MOU, it will be submitted to the CFTC Chairman for his signature. Following CFTC signature, the MOU will be electronically transmitted to the EPA for the Administrator’s signature. We have prepared a desk statement and plan to post the MOU on our website as soon as signature is obtained (late-February).

				RFS Congressional Hearing (Chris testifying)		Congressional Hearing		3/16/16		No		Yes (not submitted yet)		OTAQ Office Director Chris Grundler will testify in front of the House Oversight & Government Reform Committee's Health Care, Benefits & Administrative Rules Subcommittee and the Interior Subcommittee.

				DERA Report to Congress		HQ and Regional Press Releases		3/23/16		Y		Y		EPA began awarding clean diesel grants in 2008 under the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA), a grant program created by Congress as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to reduce diesel exhaust from these older engines.  EPA’s National Clean Diesel Campaign (NCDC)  administers the DERA grants.  EPA awarded the first DERA grants in 2008, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) grants in 2009, and grants from funds appropriated in Fiscal Years (FY) 2009 through 2015.  This Third Report to Congress covers final results from the Recovery Act and FYs 2009-2011 and estimated results and benefits from funding in FY 2011-2013.  The Report was delivered to Congress on March 4, 2016.

				International Compliance Summit		None - If asked statement 		April 6-7, 2016		?		?		Vehicle emissions regulators from around the globe to convene to discuss compliance issues.  Closed to press, but putting this on everyone's radar for awareness.

				OIG Report on Tier 3		Report - Statement and Web update		4/12/2016		N		N		Desk Statement: The Office of Inspector General (OIG) has released a final report on its investigation of a hotline complaint about how the EPA estimated costs to the petroleum refining industry to meet new sulfur content standards for gasoline under the 2014 Tier 3 Motor Vehicle Emission and Fuel Standards. The OIG found no evidence to substantiate the hotline allegations that EPA purposefully underestimated costs to industry or intentionally misrepresented information about its modeling analyses. The review did identify specific instances where descriptions of certain aspects of the modeling analyses were inaccurate or incomplete in the final Regulatory Impact Analysis. Although the OIG report correctly notes that these errors did not impact the cost estimates and were related to some staffing issues, it nevertheless provides some useful insights into ways that we can ensure that our regulatory analyses are complete and accurate. Given the inherent challenges of documenting and reviewing large and technically complex rulemakings, we strive for continuous improvement in the clarity and completeness of our regulatory impact analyses. EPA agrees with the OIG recommendation to develop a process to provide for an enhanced quality assurance review of regulatory impact analysis documents, which we will complete by the end of 2016.

				SmartWay Affiliate Challenge Honorees recognized		Press Release/Social Media		4/21/16		Y		Y		On Thursday, April 21, SmartWay is honoring seven affiliates for raising awareness about the benefits of sustainable goods movement as part of the 2016 SmartWay Affiliate Challenge. SmartWay affiliates participating in this year’s challenge have done outstanding work reaching out to inform and educate businesses, their communities, truck drivers and other stakeholders about steps they can take to reduce freight emissions and its other environmental impacts. We plan to release regional press releases and seek to attract coverage from local and trade outlets. We will also update our website and encourage the awardees to tout their accomplishments through a social media tool-kit that we have created for them.

				Administrator McCarthy Congressional Hearing		Congressional Hearing		4/19/16, 10am		N		N		EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy will testify in front of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on EPA's FY2017 budget.

				Administrator McCarthy Congressional Hearing		Congressional Hearing		4/20/16, 10am		N		N		EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy will testify in front of the Senate Appropriateions Committee's Subcommittee on Interior on EPA's FY2017 budget.

				ICCT FOIA		No announcement (just going to ICCT)		5/11/2016		N		N		N/A

				RFS Public Hearing		Hearing		6/9/2016		N/A		N/A		The EPA will hold a public hearing in Kansas City, Missouri on June 9, 2016 for the proposed rule ‘‘Renewable Fuel Standard Program: Standards for 2017 and Biomass-Based Diesel Volume for 2018.’’  More information is available at: https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-05-25/pdf/2016-12358.pdf 

				DERA Tribal RFP		PR/Social Media/ Regional Outreach		On Web: 6/14, PR: 6/16		Y		Yes 		As early as the week of May 16, EPA will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) for FY2015 Diesel Emissions Reduction Program (DERA) funds for tribal entities.  In the RFP, EPA will announce the availability of approximately $1 million in grant funding to establish clean diesel projects aimed at reducing emissions from the nation’s existing fleet of diesel engines. 

				Administrator McCarthy Congressional Hearing		Congressional Hearing		6/22/2016, 10am		N		N		EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy will testifty in front of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee.  The hearing will cover EPA programs in general.

				Asst Administrator McCabe Congressional Hearing		Congressional Hearing		6/22/2016, 10am		N		N		OAR Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe will testify in front of the House Energy and Commerce Committee's Subcommittee on Energy and Power on the RFS program.

				Court Deadline for VW Final Agreement 		TBD - Placeholder for awareness		6/28/2016		Y		Yes (not submitted yet)		DOJ will take the lead here.  

				National Biodiesel Board Membership Meeting		Janet Speaking		6/28/2016		N		N		Janet to speak at NBB Membership Meeting in Washington, DC.

				North American Leaders Summit (NALS)				6/29/16		Y		N		Ottawa is hosting the North American Leaders Summit (high-level summit of the heads of state of US, Canada and Mexico) to discuss measures that could boost the continent's economic competitiveness, expand trade ties and help reach a common climate-change strategy.  There will likely be several EPA topics addressed during NALS, and OAR is managing coordination of this with OITA.  One of the items could be included in the joint statement is the announcement of the US-CN-MX SmartWay MOU.

				Port Everglades Partnership 		Announcement- R4 Release, HQ social media and web update		6/30/2016		Y		No		EPA is partnering with Port Everglades in a collaborative effort to understand the Port’s progress to date and what opportunities are available in the future to improve environmental performance.  This work should also inform future methods, lessons learned, and practical examples to share with other ports, related agencies, and stakeholders to support sustainable development.  

				Asst Administrator McCabe Congressional Hearing		Congressional Hearing		7/6/2016		N		N		OAR Assistant Administrator Janet McCabe will testify in front of the House Energy and Commerce Committee on EPA air rules affecting the energy and industrial sectors.






House Energy and Commerce Committee, Subcommittee on Digital Commerce and Consumer Protection Hearing: Self-Driving Cars: Levels of Automation

Tuesday March 28, 2017

https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/self-driving-cars-levels-automation 



Hearing Purpose:

· To learn more about the capabilities of advanced driverless systems currently on the market and how these technologies are increasing vehicle safety.

· To examine how these systems are informing the development of fully self-driving vehicles and how the auto industry is working to make these systems available across all models and fleets.

· To learn how consumers are adopting these technologies and how manufacturers/suppliers are working to build consumer confidence in the systems.



Background:

In November 2016, subcommittee held a hearing on how vehicle manufacturers were preparing for and testing autonomous vehicles. While we are still years away from fully autonomous vehicles, vehicles with different levels of advanced driver assistance systems (forward collision warning/automatic emergency braking, blind spot detection, and lane departure warnings) are becoming common in the marketplace. SAE International has developed a six-level system for grading vehicle autonomy. Levels span from 0 (no automation) to 5 (fully self-driving). NHTSA adopted the SAE level system in 2016 for its Federal Automated Vehicles Policy.

2016 is projected to have the highest fatality rate on American highways in over a decade with ~45,000 killed. The subcommittee believes autonomous vehicle capabilities are a way to dramatically reduce that rate.



Witness List:

· Mr. Bill Gouse, Director of Federal Programs, SAE International

· Mr. Jeff Klei, President, North America Automotive Divisions, Continental AG

· Dr. Kay Stepper, Vice President for Automated Driving and Driver Assistance Systems, Robert Bosch LLC

· Mr. David Zuby, Executive Vice President and Chief Research Officer, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety



Members Attending:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Majority: Latta (OH), Walden (OR), Harper (MS), McKinley (WV), Kinzinger (IL), Bilirakis (FL), Walters (CA)

Minority: Schakowsky (IL), Cardenas (CA), Pallone (NJ), Matsui (CA), Dingell (MI), Green (TX), Clarke (NY)



Overview:

Majority themes:

· Driverless cars seem to be a great solution to reducing traffic fatalities. Question is: how do we get there?

· Driver assistance systems are incrementally improving, while working towards fully self-driving cars. Crucial as it allows the vehicles to “learn and improve” and consumers to gradually become more comfortable with the technology.

· Driver assistance systems already showing improvements in reducing accident rates, reducing injuries/fatalities in accidents, and reducing insurance claims.

· Excitement about the potential for self-driving cars to benefit those with disabilities by opening up opportunities for employment that would otherwise be unavailable. 

· Concern that competitive pressures could prompt companies to skip steps without independent validation and verification procedures. 



Minority themes:

· Still a long way to go to reach full automation (Level 5) and technology must be sufficiently tested along the way to ensure we don’t replace human error with system error.

· Takata and Volkswagen scandals raise concern over how much we can trust industry.

· With software becoming more integral to autonomous vehicle technology, sufficient oversight is imperative. 

· Vehicle technology takes a long time to become widespread. While it’s important to assess long term growth potential of safety measures, it is equally important to look at what can be done immediately to improve vehicle safety.

· Urging all automakers to make automatic braking standard. Increase automatic reverse braking in addition to current front crash avoidance systems.

· Encourage NHTSA and others to collaborate to make safety data available to public.

· Security should be built into the systems as they are designed.



Witness statements & responses to questions:

Mr. Jeff Klei

· Fully automated driving can reduce accidents by 90%.

· Need investment in infrastructure.

· Dedicated communication spectrum band so AVs can communicate with each other.

· Harmonization of regulations to enable testing on public roads.

· Update federal motor vehicle safety standards and legal framework to enhance.

· Cybersecurity and cloud connections open new opportunity for threats. Need to work with OEM partners to identify and eliminate threats.

· Support adoption of SAE standards to reduce consumer confusion.

· Need consumer education programs.

· Trying to make mobility and driving safer for all so that people who can’t drive today (disabled, elderly, etc.) will be able to in the future.

· Current systems still require a lot of human interaction with the system.

· Federal Automated Vehicle Policy needs to be updated.

· Refocus on vehicle development, rather than deployment.

· Need comprehensive federal policy, not a patchwork of state policies.

· Have to adapt to the highways, not expect the highways to adapt to vehicles.



Mr. Bill Gouse

· Technological developments happening much faster than regulatory developments.

· SAE sets many helpful standards.

· Support for SAE 6 levels of automation standards.

· However, do not impose specifications or requirements.

· Encourage committee to make these standards requirements for industry.

· Harmonize standards, terminologies, taxonomies.

· Already adopted in PA, MI, and CA.



Mr. David Zuby

· Traffic deaths down to 25% from when they peaked in 1973.

· Past safety concerns were to limit damage from crashes, now we are looking to prevent the accidents altogether.

· Goal to eliminate all crashes caused by human error.

· Concerned that drivers will fail to recognize limitations of automated systems and become over-reliant on them.

· Need comprehensive database linking VINs to the technologies onboard. 

· Consumers are annoyed by land departure warnings because they are so frequent. People prefer less frequent systems like automatic braking for front crash avoidance. 

· Necessary to test these vehicles on the roads since that is where they’ll be operating, but need to keep people safe while doing so.

· Mode of a driver warning makes a difference for how the driver accepts them.

· Beeping about lane departure seen as more of a “turn signal nanny” than safety.

· Audible warnings have less acceptance than for example, vibrating steering wheel.

· Some interest in directional vibrations of steering wheel (e.g if another vehicle is detected in the back left blind spot, the 8 o’clock portion of the steering wheel will vibrate to alert the driver).



Dr. Kay Stepper

· Active means to deploy technologies that reduce fatalities.

· Encourages adoption of SAE J3016 standard.

· Need to remove regulatory barriers to road-testing vehicles.

· Encourage subcommittee to extend the FAST act exemption to include suppliers.

· Monroney label is essential for consumer education.

· Congress and NHTSA need to cooperate.

· Star rating system is best way to educate consumers.

· Layered cybersecurity approach: hardware, software, architecture.

· Rear emergency braking being looked at as a way to prevent back-over accidents.

· Pedestrian detection systems much different from vehicle detection systems

· Cameras with wider range of view.


House Committee on Science, Space & Technology: Climate Science: Assumptions, Policy Implications, and the Scientific Method

Wednesday March 29, 2017 - 10:00am

https://science.house.gov/legislation/hearings/full-committee-hearing-climate-science-assumptions-policy-implications-and  



Hearing Purpose:

To examine the scientific method as it relates to climate change in order to ensure the science that informs climate policy decisions is based on credible scientific methodology.



Witness List:

· Dr. Judith Curry, President, Climate Forecast Applications Network; Professor Emeritus, Georgia Institute of Technology

· Dr. John Christy, Professor and Director, Earth System Science Center, NSSTC, University of Alabama at Huntsville; State Climatologist, Alabama

· Dr. Michael Mann, Distinguished Professor of Atmospheric Science, Pennsylvania State University; Director, Earth System Science Center (ESSC), Pennsylvania State University

· Dr. Roger Pielke Jr., Professor, Environmental Studies Department, University of Colorado



Members Attending:

Majority: Smith (TX), Biggs (AZ), Brooks (AL), Higgins (LA), Rohrabacher (CA), Weber (TX), Webster (FL), LaHood (IL), Loudermilk (GA)

Minority: Johnson (TX), Bonamici (OR), Bera (CA), Tonko (NY), McNerney (CA), Takano (CA), Beyer (VA), Foster (IL), Esty (CT)



Overview:

Majority themes:

· The climate is changing and humans are to blame, but the extent of human-caused damage is unknown.

· Alarmist predictions are essentially guesses because the ability to predict far into the future is impossible. Anyone stating they know what the climate will be at the end of the century is not credible.

· Concern that climate scientists are biased in favor of results offering support for predetermined conclusions.

· Much of climate science today appears to be based more on exaggerations, personal agendas, and questionable predictions than on the scientific method.

· Only when scientists follow the scientific method can policymakers be confident they are making the right decisions. Until then, the debate should continue.

· Important to have best available data that is not subject to political or any other form of bias.

· Need to eliminate costly and unnecessary climate regulations and address uncertainties that still exist surrounding climate science.

· “The American economy is not to be trifled with.”



Minority themes:

· The minority agrees with the broad scientific consensus that the climate is changing due to anthropogenic CO2 emissions.

· Acceptance of the idea of human-caused climate change spans the world, but ends at the doorstep of the Republican National Committee.

· Disappointed that Republican members in Congress and this committee reject scientific consensus and repeatedly call a handful of preferred witnesses to testify.

· Majority has brought condemnation upon the committee for its harassment of climate scientists via email subpoenas and other tactics to delegitimize their scientific findings.

· Hope that the committee will one day return to listening to scientists rather than harassing and lecturing them.

· Unfortunate the committee is holding this hearing to debate climate science and the scientific method when it should be looking at ways to advance scientific research and address climate change.

· Climate change is not a partisan issue.

· Science is not about trust, belief, or personal agendas. It is about knowledge and understanding.

· This panel in front of us is nowhere close to representative of the scientific consensus. 



Witness statements & responses to questions:



[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Judith Curry

· Based on her independent analysis, the conclusions of the IPCC 2010 report are not justified.

· There are substantial uncertainties about how the climate system works.

· Senators, congressmen, and other scientists have publicly tried to discredit her findings.

· Scientists who demonize other scientists are doing so to reinforce their own agendas and are invalidating the scientific process.

· Disagreement on the value of paleoclimate data and global climate models.

· UNFCC framed the climate change problem too narrowly in order to support predetermined outcomes.

· “There are much better ways to assess science for policymakers than a consensus-seeking process.”

· Expert panels of diverse backgrounds should handle scientific controversies and uncertainties.

· “Let’s make scientific debate about climate change great again.”

· Need better understanding of how ocean transports heat and the role water vapor/clouds play in heat transfer.



Dr. John Christy

· The scientific method has not been adequately followed for many climate change findings.

· The warming hypothesized by many climate models to occur has not actually happened.

· The scientific models on which climate policy is based can be scientifically falsified.

· Climate changes as a result of natural processes.

· The analysis on which policy decisions are based was sidetracked by those in control of the IPCC documents. 

· Scientific reports from IPCC, American Association for the Advancement of Science, etc. and EPA in its endangerment finding are not written by people who are scientifically dispassionate-the scientific method was not followed.

· Climate models too sensitive to GHGs and don’t accurately account for sunlight shielding of clouds.

· Science is not done with a poll, it’s done with numbers.



Dr. Michael Mann

· There is extremely broad agreement among the world’s scientists on the basic facts of human-caused climate change.

· Climate change is real. It is human caused. It is having adverse impacts on humans, the planet, and our economy.

· It is shameful that when 97% of scientists agree, only 25% of the panel at this hearing represents the views that overwhelming majority.

· Continuing to pose questions and attempting to answer them through scientific tools and methods is crucial.

· Anti-science forces have been attacking climate science specifically.

· The debate should be focused on how we address climate change, not over whether it exists.

· Scientists should not be persecuted and harassed because their findings are inconvenient to an ideology.

· Scientists should be expected to divulge their research funding sources.



Dr. Roger Pielke

· Did not appreciate his scientific integrity being questioned resulting from his 2013 committee hearing testimony.

· Little scientific basis to support claims that extreme weather events are influenced by manmade GHG emissions.

· Mr. Pielke believes the IPCC findings support this.

· Recommendations increased diversity of opinions regarding scientific determinations.

· Legislative action is not well suited to provide accurate characterizations for the state of scientific understandings.

· Science and politics should be kept separate.

· The investigation of individual researchers is not an appropriate role for congress and a bipartisan truce ending such investigations should start immediately. 


